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there was quite a few business People al
| | SO. There were
restrictions for government M ey 1d h
. cou ardly get a
government job, and also, even 1'13 Say a Jew could
ouldn't evep

serve 1n the army if he had a high education because h
e

would have to go in the officer, you know school, i a
' ’ n order

not take him in, they would say well he is just not fit for

the service, there i ] : i
' 1s something wrong with him, and he's

ither sick o
el r you know, that's why they hag very few Jews

in Poland, they were officers in the army, or they were just

plain soldiers, you could get by with that.

What was the name of the town in Polana?

A. Drobin. The synagogue, in comparison to here, it was

very religious, it was like orthodox, mostly orthodox, we

had a pretty synagogue, and naturally we went there to pray

about three times a day, including holidays, and the average

polish Jew, you know, he was very religious, observed every
holiday and every day. Concerning our home - we had a home,
not a big home, we had a little home, and we heated with

coal and wood, we had an oven in the middle of the

mainly
room, wired with those pipes through the chimney, and that's

now in the summer time we

how we heated in the winter time,
to cool off, but there

didn't need any heat, we had a fan
Concerning my family - 1 had seven

was no air conditioning.
and they all perished in the

brothers and three sisters,
including my parents, anq.my grand-

concentration camps,
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arents too, all of W
= them. We liveqg by ourselves W
: e were a

nig family., with nine children in the hou a
S€, and the parents
so nobody else would have any place Conc -
. erning marriage -
would say that ]
1 4 4 lot of marriages were arranged thr h
cugh a

ually WO 1 l:] ﬂEI
we us U.ld get marrie un a EhuPah wh re we d.n. her
(e 2

o0, S0 after the marriage everybody had a good time, you

know, Singing and dancing and everything, generally people

didn 't marry before twenty-two or twenty-three years old,

pecause usually a man, especially, first he had to have a

job, and he has to be prepared to make a living, to take

care of his wife, and family. 1 was not married there in

I was married in Germany. My parents had a butcher

Pﬂlﬂnd P
shop. I did work, but I was a tailor, I didn't work with my

parents in the business, but I was an apprentice and became

a tailor and that's what I am. Concerning school - 1 went

through school that's equivalent to high school over here,
that's as far as I could go. For Hebrew learning, I used to

er school until about nine or ten o'clock at

go to Heder aft
d the next morning went back to school,

night, came home an

but very few Jews were allowed to go to college or seek

re was always something that

higher education, YOoOu know, the
The anti-Semitism was Very.

he was not capable of doing.
s citizen,

very high. You were treated like a second clas

something like that.
L— 4
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+ the girls ha
2 Ppened
pe girls of very Orthodox familieg i

They dig go, but as a
rule, the average girl did not

9O to Hebrey 8Chool. There

was NO decision about wh
© would go to
SChool, ga
y from the
conservative point of view,

just didn't go and they
but like I said the Orthodox Jews
girls, they d4did go,

didn't send them,
the

and they did learn Hebrew, and also a

irl where I liv 1 ]
gi e, for instance, she didn't even have to go

to the synagogue on Shabbot or holidays, or anything else

until she got married, now after she got married she had to
go. For some reason single girls often didn't go, but if
they wanted to, they were allowed, but it wasn't you know,

you have to go. Most of the decisions in my family - we
were a family at home, where decisions were made by my
father and mother, of course, my father, he was the head of
the house, and usually what he said was agreed upon, but it

wasn't strict, you know, that whatever he says goes, it was
a very, I would say, easy-going life. I mean according to

the decisions. I mean there wasn't such decisions to make

that was a matter of life and death. After 1 finished high

I had
school I went back to work, even when I went to school
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ro work, because there was no Way alone that my fatn

er could
support the whole family, now eVerybody in the hous h

Er WwWhNoO=
ever Was capable of working, had to work, and bring home the

money, and put the money on the taple. Now my mother when

r she decided she wants to give me fifty cents or a dol-

1ar I took it, if not, I just gave her the money, that was

When the war broke out I was twenty-one years old. I

it.

was 1n the service, now in the Service, we went out, as I

remember correctly, we went on maneuvers, (in the Polish

army), and in the middle of the night, we had a call to pull

the whole army in, the war broke out with Germany and then

they loaded us on the trains. Right from the field, they

send us out to the front line with the Germans, and that's
how you Know, the war started with me, now, when I heard,

when they occupied Poland, during the war, because I was not

I was taken a prisoner of war, and

in Poland at that time,
they took me as a prisoner of war to Germany, and after a

little while they find out that I am a Jew, in Germany, SO

they release me as a prisoner of war, and they took me into

a concentration camp, see, because it was too easy for a Jew

to be a prisoner of war, so they might as well be in a con-

centration camp, so I heard in the same thing, what my par-

ents at that time told me when the Germans came into Poland,
ews .

and a little at a time they start squeezing in on the J
First we have to wear those yellow stars, and then they
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Picked out one section of the town, they fenced around with

parbed wires, 1t was a ghetto. nobody could get in or out

+hey feed you not enough to live and too much to die on

you know, Jjust barely exist, now after a little while they

start taking the Jews out from the city ana they start send-

ing them to a concentration camp like Dachau or Auschwitz

Q. Were you with your family?
A. 1 was with my family in a town, they call it Roddam, and
also in the ghetto so the people that were capable of work-
ing in the ghetto - those Germans, the 8.8, came in every
morning and took the people out of the ghetto to a place to
work, you know, like on the airfield, or in a coal mine, or
in a manufacturing plant. I happened to work in an ammuni-
tion factory. So, and then one night when I came back in
the morning from work, the whole town Jews'wére taken out
and sent to Auschwitz, all of the people in the ghetto were
sent to Auschwitz, including my parents and everybody with
them. And from there they sent us to another town, the

people that were able to work, so were were in another con-

centration camp, and since then I haven't seen my parents at
all. I know that they died in Auschwitz and Dachau, but I
don't know which one or anything. So I was in another ammu-

nition factory, and we were there making bombs, rifles, you
know, and all that for the war, and a lot of people worked

in the place where they put the powder in the bombs, now 1

-
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Y had WOorkers OVer there in that
Partic-

and they dieq,. They turned

ellow. Their e ]
Yes, their body, their skin, everything

turned yellow. :
And you couldn't S8Urvive more than three o
F

A

nr ‘*‘EEKE; -
SO the ones that died they just removed ang

aght anot i
: her one to die and so on, and so on If you

to
. One person that worked over there, if you Jjust

e ol ol o

- - 4
ked tO him, you would turn yellow from his breath. 1t

was Just that horrible. And I worked in that camp for quite

le, but didn't work in that particular area,
Now I escaped from the

that was a

awnl

death sentence to work over there.

concentration camp, I escaped from there because to be there-

it was a death sentence anyway, so I didn't have any choice.
SO there

said either I'll die escaping or I'll die there.
sO I escaped back to Roddam,

Three of

v

was still a ghetto in Roddam,
there was five of us that escaped from that camp.

them got shot on the spot, and two of us - we jumped over
We ran away; the other fellow ran one way, and 1

the fence.
And I didn't know if he was alive and he

ran the other way.
We both

didn't kxnow if I was alive until we met in Roddam.

went to the same place because there was no other way to go
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nack to the ghetto.

¢o survive there than jip the factory

e

they took so many people to a Camp where thevw

needed certain jobs to wWork, now if they run ous of people

they furnished more pPeople out of the ghetto, just like hav—

ing @ herd to the slaughter house. They just waited unt

-
—

they needed to replace more people and they bring more

people out of the ghetto to work. And you know everybody

worked until they died - it Was as simple as that. MNow then

after Roddam, after the ghetto, we got out ang they start
loading us all on the train, so we all got on the train

again, and nobody knew where we were going, till we finga out

one morning and that we are going to Auschwitz. Tha+ was

death with all the crematoriums, all that in Auschwitz, andg
then from there, so they stopped the train in Auschwitz and
they took all the women and all the children and they were
all unable to work. And they took them off the train and
send them into the crematoriums right there, and the rest of
us, the able bodies, that were still able to work - they
send us back to Dachau. So then we were in Dachau. In
Dachau, hundreds of thousands of people died from hunger.

And like I say, still they were able to work, we worked on

ﬂirfields, you know, cocal mines, in factnries._any way that
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5 _r"'l.."lﬂh
ney could they get us to work W
] . e worked, and frop
n Dachau,

would say I had been there abg
Ut a year or two
: and then

ys out from Dachau and loaded us on trains again and th
ey

supposed to take us to Tyrol. Tyrol is the border between

germany and Italy, and then in Tyrol we learned they had an

order JUsSt to wipe us out there in TYrol - so the Allies

would have no trace of what hapened to those people, but it

so happened, that we were liberated DYy the Americans right

betwen Garmish and Tyrol, it was a few miles, right there,

that the first liberation...The first thing I saw was an

american tank cross the railroad track and lower the barrel

right there at the locomotive and they stopped and then we

were liberated. After we were libertated they took us into

under the American occupation. Naturally,

camp 1in Germany,
they feed us, and we got everything we wanted except our

health. You know, we had to be very careful because every

one of us weighed about sixty-five or seventy pounds; nobody

could hardly walk, they just had to crawl. They fed us and
after a few months we've been in that camp, some of them

some were in other camps, and a little at a

were in Munich,
And of course, thye feed us from the

time, we went to work.

Red Cross, I presume, we got packages from the Red Cross.
1f

But we were free, we could do everything we wanted to.

we wanted to go into business, we could do that or anything
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else- 1 was in Germany and we were liberated in 1945
i 3

pelieve, and then we were in Germany until 1949 in 19
. n 48 we

registered as refugees to come to the United States o
n a

pota . I married in 19 ;
| 47, and we registered to come here

and here we are. We have been here since 1949 I had my

personal opinion about America. I heard it's the best coun

try in the world, which it is, but I figure, and 1 picture

myself, even in the best country in the world, I'm going to

have tO WOrk to make a living, because I said all along as

long as I can remember - jit's a beautiful country, it's a

big country and a rich country, but you've got to earn your
own living and you've got to work, and then you make good of
it. You don't get something for nothing nowhere. You've
got to work for it and that's why I've been working for it

and I have no complaints.

Q. Now tell merhﬂw you got here, exactly.

A. Well, i 1948, we applied, and of course, we are supposed
to have sponsors, and I believe the Jewish community here in
America - they sponsored us. And it took a little while

before we got our visas and papers, and until we were al-

lowed to come into this country. We got our papers and

visas in Munich. We came through New York, but we were sup-=
posed to come to the South, you see. They have sO many

thousands of people from Germany on the boat, sO they di-

vided them on the boat, so they divided them ipto groups =
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let's say you have five hundreq !
© Birmingham fiv
. € hundreg

to New Orleans, one thousand to New Yorx
#

them around the Country so it wouldn®
place, for the People that are SUpposed to

for us, until we would pe able to be on our

well, I pictured myself, 71 couldn't even fing Birmingham on
the map, and I really didn't know...I didn't ask any ques-
tions, Birmingham, or New York, or Chicago, what do I know?

I mean, America is America, anywhere YOu go. I'm in Amer-
ica, that's what I found. When I got to Birmingham, they
gave me a place to stay, where to be, and they gave me so
much a week to live on it, until I went to work and I made
my own living, and now I told them it's time to quit and not

to give me anymore. I appreciate what you all did for me,

and now that I'm working I can make my own living. Yes, my

first impressions of America were favorable, that it's the
most beautiful and fine country in the world. I still say

today that there's no corner in the world that is as good as

America. I mean we have a few faults too, but it's the best

in the world. As far as clothes - they weren't any differ-

ent except maybe the fashion, I mean, when it's cold, you

wear a
have to wear wear clothes and when it's hot you just
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shirt...and the fooq ;
' never dig
90 out

to restaurants 13
1ke the People qo here
r 45 a matter of £
actL,

Germany.

Q. We lived in a hotel for a few weeks, and then we lived

1n an apartment. When we came over here it was very hard to

® d = = » -
find & placeto live, in the 1950's when T came over here you

couldn’'t find an apartment for the love of money. I lived

in a garage apartment for a little while, and then we did

find an apartment that we lived there for a few years. Then

we bought this house here, and we've lived here since.
About Jewish neighborhoods - Highland Avenue was a Jewish

neighborhood at that time, and there was a lot of Jews liv-

ing aroudn the Temple on Highland. That wasn't at my time

but people tell me the biggest Jewish neighborhood was at

Northside, and they all migrated to the Southside and sub-

urbs, and so on. But really I cannot pinpoint where the

Jewish neighborhoods really were.
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Pid you join any ¢

S

what did you do for relaxing or entertainment?
en

'

a. Well, I tel) YOou we are a family here Where we live for
+he children. we brought the children Up and we were with
the children together all +he time, and Feally and truly to
pelong to a club or to go out for reCreation, I could not
fford, you see I couldn't afford and I couldn't do it and I

BT L0

t as happy as I can be that I am able to do for my

i

o
s

am jQ
xids, and that was about all, I'm still not belonging to any

As far as health, we didn't use home remedies, we

ur family doctor, if something happened we did go to

1 joined Temple Beth-El,

octor. Concerning religion,

EJ-I

= B
5

that satisfied me. We observe

snd I'm still a member. Yes,
The only difference was that

lidays and go to the Temple.

there you could go more to the Temple and live more of
I mean it's

over

s Jewish 1life over there than you could here.

no way possible that you could observe...Well,
-~ like Succoth was a week, and Pesach

first of all

seonle had more time

and Rosh Hashanah was two days and all these

was a week, ‘
people were Very poor but they did

holidays was observed. :
y're not all rich, .

the

observe the holidays. Now ovar neke
it over
You have t+o work for 1% !

but they're not all so poor. o0
't exist. We do support a |

here, otherwise YOU couldn
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We had
1lve vea
g

1.15-3-

1.,EQDI‘[1E all AIT‘[E:I‘i(:an Eitize
n N

L r:. II

m n "

ot Politically

active. As far a :
S My children, 1 do b
Eliﬂve
that the
Y

feel...not orthodo
X,
but they do feel that
they are
Jews,

+hey gi1o
us, they feel tradition
* They hav
e bean

.*..?‘ T ,,l t.'D Sunda? E

& | = ]._EEEE

s 5 ® Hnd w
- E

muc i
-

a. I think T faes
1 a deeper sense about Judai
sm, not neces-

shat happened i
W PP in the Holocaust, more 86 than m
Y peers, who

I look at it and get pretty upset.

More so that your non-Jewish peers?

Q.
ves, but non-Jewish and Jewish alike, really, the Ameri-

A.
can kids that never understood or knew what went on, they've

and I feel like I have really

only heard and read about it,
[Father interrupts and continues talking].

been through it.
A. Well, there's no way you can explain to a child 1if he
I mean, the feeling 1s just not

doesn't have the feeling.
jldren - we raised our

u talk about raising ch

there, when YO
we never threatened

st way we knew how,

children in the be
chains  Wh navetogaid, that you He¥8 to do a certain thing, Or
1 mean, as a child, you have |

—

you have t
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ing = it WaS MORELlupoktant, \the sicss
can live in a five or i e 5 e wjtcﬁmE firse . And we
rooms, but when a relative W hah three or four bed-
or a hotel, "It's not quite N ::r tl:.:: 90 to a motel
€7 you see, tne

here t '
people » they don't want to be inconven;
lent, they wan
L

all the conveniences, a relative used to cg
me to our 4
ouse

where there were twelve people ang
Sleep on the
floor Or oOn
the couch. There was always room
» but the Sam ]
e thing when
they come in, the first thing a family came, an uncl
' e Or a

cousin, or whoever it was and we start to cook at ho
me and

L] L [ |
eat a meal like 1t s supposed to be and the easiest thing to

i y AR
do is to ge hem out and go to the restaurant so they don't

have to wash the dishes or the glasses - and it's not family-

like, like it should be. I think maybe it's because we live

in such a big place like America, and people aren't as
maybe it is...I have an

close. I really don't know why.

idea, take a family over here, if it is a very poor family
d to keep up with the

they will try everything in the worl
that the richer

Joneses, they will try to do the same thing
ildren, when they're born,

family does. And maybe the ch

ﬁ_ o






