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vas separate seating, if 1 remember correctly,
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Of coursge,

which we g4igq not

attend. We went to synagogue. poy, traditionally, we went to

synagogue Friday night--my father ang My mother and the

children. Saturday we went to school, publie school. 1t wasg

a six day week. So on Saturday we went to school, but on

Saturday afternoons there were services for the young Jewish
people, which were geared specifically to youth, around three

o'clock. Concerning the school situation, first you went to
elementary school, then gymnasium, then whatever you went on
to after that. Or after the fourth grade, the decision would
be made whether you wanted to go on to study or whether you
Yanted to go into business or more vocational type training.
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Musﬁfliﬂi ans Aatrin:ub! thy time, And thep
pave preferred Engligh of Pranch s kag. s had :therwlse I woulgq
i TRTSERIASE: RSN, And languageg ]:r::ghSh W
ﬂphasiIEd- We had handwgfk; T daiag e dEflI‘lltEly
seedlepoint. That was jp the Sl e S:t:ks and do
schooling, we would have an hour of handwork Pohrt Icho::

:

crochet, knit, do needlepoint,
that was part of the school, but none of tha
Jewish., I did not go to g2 Jewish gchoo) Now there 1y

. as a

Jewish school in Vienna, just one as far as I know It was, 1
. r

imagine, the equivalent of 4 day school, byt don't think
secular education was emphasized there that much. I just know
we didn't go. OQur family was very traditional. we hag all
the celebrations.

Q. So, you didn’t get married in Austria. why did
you leave?

A. We leave because of Hitler. We left in 1940.

ell, we were very fortunate; we made it. It was March of

1938 when the.Germans came and occupied Austria, until 1940,

Q. Did you have any problem getting out?

A.  Well, obviously we would have liked to have
Ptten oyt in 1938. Yes, it was a problen.

Q. Did you think about going to Israel?
e We would like to go to Israel, but, if you

. t one
*Rember, Everybody wanted to get ou

it was restricted. :
ificate,
vay or another, so, if you were able to get a certifi
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everybody JUSt applied ¢, Whateye *9ally, gy

yow I had family. pog Of my Mothey
great_grandparents, had already liveg ;
grandparents here, ang even though
know they could wvoych for yg
that's why we came here.

to England, and then I do know that ¢

still in 1938, and 1

still possibility of getting out, yoy know somehow, gq people
would...you could get to England as a do
people would apply for that and try to learn to be domestic
servants, you know, pPeople who hadn’'t the slightest notion of
vashing a dish, put that also was very few. So we came here,

Q. Did you have any idea what America was like?

A. No, not the slightest, only from books, and they
Were dnrealistic. We had met Americans and had some of the

fmﬂ.‘f’ visit, but Vienna was a big tourist city, and that was

Mothey thing that was emphasized in school--to be extremely

ome
Plite ang helpful to tourists. So we had seen s

fags 3 erhaps
’*‘!ﬁrinns' We didn’t go to movies; it was p

of course.

1 le movie,
oea Year, as children, if there was a Shirley Temp
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mickey Mouse thing,
of

i ’
oaly Wt to children’s Performances,

che movie if it was something special

SO0 I hag some i
d
put vhen you're that young, -

YOu really don’t kney.

Q. Did you speak English yhen YOu came over he
re?

I spoke English ¢q some extent.
could make myself understood,

A. Well, vyes,
I
But I came tgo Brooklyn,
cent to school, started school,

and I

and my accent...now, of

ourse, it’'s no problem. There's gq many a
¢ Y accents, and there

i #o wuch” teaveling, and ivith foreign movies ang foreign

sovie stars, it’'s really not bad at alj, But at the time, 1

had learned to speak the way 1 speak now, and if you can
imagine, in Brooklyn, being asked what time it is and saying
it's half after six (in school), and being laughed at--1
didn't speak for another six months. I went to grade school,
elementary, etc., and college. I lived in New York for about
five years, and my grandparents were there. I met my husband
in New York; he was a Birmingham native, and we decided to get
Mrried. wWe came to Birmingham.

Q. How did you feel in New York? Did you feel like
" imnigrant? Did you feel accepted, etc.?

A. Well, don’'t forget I came at a very awkward age

i w, and I
iy And New York was by no means what it is now,

Wagn of course, I came

t used to the way of life. Actually,

: in
to Eirlingham thirty years ago. The way of life here

vienna
ni""’-nghm was more like what I had been used to in 1
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goring the groc. Cimes. iyoninow.iag not talking about
. : ut the
yEREE e Sl st far as New york
Ork was
concem"d' the way people behaved ang the people gpok
Poke, and

I understoog that itrs a1l a
tion of, it’s all just on the surface,

(3. .aftes. 8 while, of course,

ques But it was harg b

get used to, and then people at that time, again, people

Jidn’t travel. Americans didn’t travel Very much, except a

certain group, which I did not come into, So, most people, or
gany people, whom I met, who had come from Europe at the turn
of the century or let’s say around 1910 or something 1like
that, from small towns in Europe, remembered Europe completely
different. They would ask the strangest questions. Most of
the time I didn’t know what they meant, because Vienna was a
world capital at the time. So they would ask me if I'd ever
seen a banana, if I’'d ever seen an airplane. It was very
strange, and at the time, I can’'t remember, it was not a
question of putting out the red carpet for the refugees. Now
some people, and our family was just lovely, but generally I
don't think people put themselves out as much for refugees
then as much as they do now. And also I think it was economi-
cal. 1'p trying to think, not so much of myself as of people
2 little older, who had to make a living. Economically, there

"3 a depression, not the one in 1929, but it was very

Utficult, so, life was just completely different; life was

= European way of life at that time. NO¥ they are getting
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together, but at that time i
closef it was just an
enormous

qulf-
e pid your parents remain in New York?

A. My father had come to the states earlier and

¢hen MY nother came a year later, and then my father died and

remained in New ¥
2y mother ork and my grandparents and my

5ister .

Q. pDescribe what it was like when you came to

girmingham. pid you like Birmingham?
A. Yes and no. I came into a very lovely family,

into a large family, so I was not really alone. It was not as
though I had to make my Wway alone socially right to begin
vith. Of course, I had friends who were not friends with the
rest of the family, but, nevertheless, I did not step into a
vacuum; So I think I was very fortunate, because I see people
tow who come, you Kknow, sometimes you make friends, and
sometimes it’s very hard. So that part was very good. I was
just out of school and thirty years ago, not only out of
school, but in New York. And we were Vvery much aware, we were
out to save the world--that was that generation. And then I
came to Birmingham, and nobody cared. My generation at that
tine were the kids who were just inm college:s | Wery, Wery te¥
¥ere interested in any of the social problems, at least if
they were, we never discussed it. We never talked about it.

s culturally, it was completely different from what 1 was

“ed to. put Birmingham itself has changed within the last
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. to fifteen years unbelievably,

ce Of course,

missed

neater concerts and I missed a museum,
t

and I'm syre j¢ I had
would not have gone every yeek.

caol in New York I

But
henever I wanted to, it was there for me
= %

But things have

just changed, and I'm trying to remember. Of course, 1 joined

i temple here. My husband’s whole family 1lived here,

and
they were Conservative. At that time, Conservative...well, my
father—in"law was very observant, You know. But the

conservative temple at the time had services that were very

traditional, more so than they are now.

Q. Did you find it any different, or a lot

different from what you were used to?
1 A. Services were slightly different. As I say, I
vas used to a choir. And we had a very nice cantor here. I

vas used to that. And, of course, here services on Saturday
morning are emphasized. Here they have late Friday night

services, and we used to go on Friday night. But that’'s not

what I meant when I said we went to Friday night services in
furope. I meant, not at all. There was no Friday night late
Setvices. The sundown service, the actual service before your
%abbath meal, we attended. I was used to more people in the
S¥nagogue on an ordinary Friday night than here, from Europe.
Wt that was in the good old times, you know. I'm talking
#fore then, ang services are really essentially the same all
Ver the world, as far as holiday or Sabbath services. 1f

ey are conducted in Hebrew, except of course Oriental Jews,
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o have a slightly different way of ehesits
% 4 g the p[a e
qaybe they are slightly differently SEERNGAE. Lok yers,
3 + Dut otherwise,

-

- the “Estr wherever you go, aanQdY if
1 ‘e we went to En
gland

. Rome, YoUu would be familiar with the

’ prayers in the
«ynagogue - Now I have two children.

Q. Did you raise them differently than you were

A. I think it was probably a combination, but they

3id get 2a little bit more European influence, and I can’t
quite tell you what I mean by it, but I think in our home we
»ad a little more European influence than other people might.
soth of them had Hebrew learning as a matter of fact my
jaughter lives in Israel right now. I became an American
citizen in 1949. It was a little complicated. I was too old
to become a citizen on my father's papers. At the time, the
lave were slightly different from now, and I was too young to
become one on my own, and in order to become one on my Own, I
%ad to be twenty-one years old. put then right before then I
aoved to Alabama and I had to be 2 resident here for three
years. And then just before I was supposed to be sworn I Hed
to be in the hospital with my daughter. so 1 didn’t make it

mtil a little bit later, I think maybe it was in 1950.



