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wealthier than Poland.  Mevertheless, Ppoland ot only survived buk, most
"Bportant of all, it preserved its individuality. It is, therefore, evident
that & nation able to overione such tremendous obstacles, including mamy
disasters and its cwn mistakes, was endowed with great potentialities and the
ability to develop then,

In Hovesmber 1518, Poland gained its independence. At this time a
revolution broke out in Bussia, The Bed Bolshevick Army took over Fussia,
This was dangecous for Poland, Warsaw, the capital of Poland in modern times,
became the symbol of the fate Polish nation and its spiritual force. tn 1920,
during the Battle of Warsaw, the Polish army congquered the Bolshevik invaders,
who had overrun the country, This victory decided not only the future of
Poland but probably the future of all Europe as well. This came about becauss
Germany, just emerging from the chaos of its defeat in World War I, was ready
for revolution and the eventual fulfillment of the manifesto of the commander
in chief of the Red Army, "Over the body of Poland, we shall go to the heart
of Europe."

Poland’'s neighbors, before World War 1T, were Garmany, West, Prussia
also Germany, north-east, Lithuania and Latvia, north, BRussia east,
Ceechoglovakia and Fumania south, Baltic Sea north.

The government at this time was democratic. After World War I,
Poland began to prosper. ‘There were plenty of jobs and there was enly a
fraction of unemployed people. This prosperity did not last long. Inflaticn

developed in Foland as well as in the whole world. As it is known, economical
fall is wsually an aid for different political groupe on both extremes to make

bad times worse. At this time, an illegal Commmist Party developed, backed

by the Soviet Union; however, it did not succeed. The result of the
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Ladies and Centlemen:

It is with great honor and pleasure that I am here with you. 1 a8

only sorry that my words will not exactly describe my feelings.
My heart beams with pride and my eyes behold the miracle of this
gracious country. My tengue lacks the words that describe what 1 feel.

Irving Berlin said it all. “God Bless America, Land that I Love.”
1 am an American by choice, amd I am proud that America has accepted m2. 1
Just recently became A citizen.

How 1711 try to tell you briefly of my experience and why I feel as
I do. My childhood before World War 11 was happy and serene until one madman
burned the whole world into hell.

I wag born in a small town in Poland where life was flowing smoothly
witheut trouble. I was surpounded with love of my parents. In school, I was
a good student. I always enjoyed books, and I owmed quite a few. As a girl,
I was very idealistic and fair. Respect and truth Eor ethers I gained from my

parents, who were wealthy and tried to give me a good education.
After I finished grasmar scheol, I went to high scheol for which I

had to pay. There was no high schools without tuition. I finished high
echool the same year that the Secand World War broke out.

tet me introduce to you a litkle history and geography of Poland.
This history is such that tursoil and wars floucished becacse of its

gecgraphical position. The amazing facts are that Poland as a state lost its
independence for over one tundred twenty-three years a5 a result of

partiticning by Prussia, Austria and Fussia, which were all more populous and
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econtmical fall brought Hicler ta power in Germany and Mussolind in Thaly. As

t y
mentioned before, the econcmical crisis bringe chaos, and ignorant pecple
uprige.

Looking back, I see Mazi fascism on one gide and dangerous Commmics

on the other. Democracy was in danger! To tell you how Poland tried ko

prevent the chacs, I want to use my father as an examplo. As you know,

paverty is a good nourishment for propaganda, ricts and hatred, which destrey

human minds, My father wanted to prevent this. He srganized a bank which did
mat charge interest. Throuwgh this bank, small businesses could grow  and

organize, My father also helped to cpen night trade schosls for umempl oyed
people without an education or knewledge of a profession. He established a

library and an amateur theatre, He encouraged young people to work together
and live in brotherhood and love.

World War IT interrupted his activitles. After the annexation of

Austris and the destruction of Crechoslovakia, it was clear that Hitler wanted

to isolate the eastern European states in ocder to attack them later one by

one. Poland had consistently refused to cooperate with Germany in the attack

which Hitler was planning against Soviet Bussia. The international picture

wag clarified when Russia suddenly on August 23, 1939, signed a toeaty of

non-aggression with the Germans., Germany, without any declaration of war,
invaded Poland on September 1, 1939.

A Soviet-GCerman treaty was signed in Moscow on September 28, The

German and Soviet armies divided the territories of Poland betwsen them. A

Soviet—Gersan treaty was signed in Moscow on September 28. The German and
soviet armies divided the tarritories of Poland between them, The eastern

provinces including purely Polish territories, were incorporated into the
F
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Soviet republics. The western part came under German domination. The western
Polish territory under German occupation became the scene of terrible
persecutions. Germany divided conquered Poland into two parts: one part was
incorporated into the Reich, and these lands were destined for cemplete
Germanization.  The remaining territory was organized as the Government
General. This territory was to be used mainly as a reserve pool of labor.
Then Hitler ordered a transfer of population. Great mumbers of Poles and Jews
wire expelled from the Polish territories, incorporated into Germany and
deported te the Government General. In the Government General, the Germans
closed all Polish universities and high schools. Poligh property was
confiscated and constant deportation of workers into the Beich enabled the
Germans to solve their growing problem of manpower. Hundreds of thousands of
Poles were gent to Germany as slave workers. Concentration casps wore
established where the inmates were deliberately and systematically toctuced
and murdered. More than a million Poles perished there and about throe
million Poligh Jews. The worst of these concentration camps was the one in
Auschwitz. The Jews of Poland were systematically exterminated. The Jewish
population in Warsaw and other towns was herded intc a ghetto, isolated,
starved and finally deported in groups to death camps. Inm April 1943 an
uprising occurred in Warsaw ghetto, which ended with total extermination of

the Warsaw Jews.
The position of the Poles in the eastern areas cccupied by the
Soviet Union between 1939 and June 1941 was no better than under the German

occcupation. All Polish political leaders, together with the bulk of the

education classes (about 1.5 million) were deported to Siberia, the polar

regicn, and Central Asia.
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HMany thousands were killed in Poland and the property confiscated.
Later, all businesses, houses and land were also confiscated. Polish schools
were destroved and others were reorganized along Soviet lines. FPolitical and
military reasons led General Sikorski to make a pact with the U.5.5.R. in
1541,

I want to tell you some of my own perscnal experiences at this time.
When the Mazis entered our tesm and took hostases and put them into prisons,
my father fled, because his name was on the list. Ha took refuge in & neachy
village where he worked for a farmer as his helper. Two months later he
returned., He wasn't free long. Sson he was baken bo a concentration camsp
where later he was murdered in Buchemeald.

I also want to tell you a few facts abour the sxlstence in a
concentration camp, how people can turn into horrlble devils and desteoy husan
baings and turn them into the slaves. These devils killed inmocent pecple &n
Germarny because they weren't Nazis and the Reds killed because the people
weran' & Comminists,

In the concentcation camps all over Burope, especially in Poland,
the conditions were horrible and cruel. There were 1,300 weomen In ane
barrack. There was cold and filth. Each momning at five o'clock, we had ko
gather outside, even in the winter freeze with very little clothing. The only
thing on cur backs was a dirty thin uniform. Hothing under cur wniform was

allowsd. In lines we were lead by music march to Eactories where we worked
for twelve hours. Wasn't this ironie? All day long we were watched by a Mazi
guard who beat us regqularly. Our daily diet contained one quarter pound of
bread and a cup of coffee or a bowl of soup, which was mostly water.

Monthly, the Nazi eliminated those unable to work and slaughtered
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o Each and everyons of us died slowly inside anytiss & life wad laat .

fhare was hunge and At btimes we couldn't resssber Our own nased. [ wes 1
peaten once becouss a emall gold fish wvhich wvas under oy care died. This fish
sy my responsibility so ! suffered for its death. Even though I b | it
shat justice and truth will overcome barbarisa and hate, sll through this )

nell on earth, I existed becsuse of the guidance of my father. He was =y
spirit, =¥ God, as well as &y loving father.

Jsraary 16 1945, I wvas liberated by the Red Arey. T believed that
D fially I was fres. 1 believed that now all the evil will be destroyed and
. 4 and happiness will come agaln. The first few weeks after the liberation,
§ enly thought of food and wish for my stomach to be completely filled. 3
planning =y future from the start. I stacted working and at the s
t gtizlied at a Medical Technical Assistance School. Pecple began coming
from Pussia to Poland. 1 realized that they were threatened the same way
X the mussian concentration camps as I was. The only difference was that the
ans had no gas chambers; that was too expensive for thes. I had a
tion in my mind: from whom do these surderecs leacrn their barbaric ways)
[t from each other? How could the Communicts announce their greatness asd
ty? They wers lying and still are.

Soon 1 got married. my hushand and 1 opened a factory which
twenty-five persons. Our wvages were highet than that of the
t and thes working conditions were much better. The Commmist regime

mgan destroying private pntecprise. There were aluays government inspectore
wddling and agitating the workers againat their bosses. Life again was
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gass. My hushand’s crime was that he was a capitalist and I was locked down
upon because my philanthropical ideas were in me. To the Communist government
we ware dangerous. Ignorance was their only aid to develop and to become 3
great power. The Communists are destroying the human minds through propaganda
and brain wash. People’s prides ace destroyed. They teach young children Lo
believe in Commmnist Manifestc instead of the Bible. Tell me—-tioes this
wonderful America give what a person needs?  Does she protect us from
injustice and dictatorship? Yes! For this we Americans should protect this
wonderful country and fight for her to the last drop of blood. Having lost
freedom before, I can greatly appreciate this great country and try my best Lo
make everyone here realize how it is to lose freedom and then regain it here
in kmarcica.

God bless America and her pecplel



Dora Negselroth F 1

0. %o you were in Poland bafore the war and after the war You
stayed. ..

A. Still in Poland, I was liberated in Poland, and it became
Areslau. 5o 1 lived there and in 1946, you know, it was pogrom im Poland.
From that time we tried to ismigrate to Isrsel, to Palestine at that time, out
from the country. But the Polish government refused to give us pAsspOrts.
They didn't give us the passports, for no reason; they didn't tell you whys
they just refused. We apply about five times.

0. This is after the wWar?

A. Yes, before the war I was very young. When the war broke out, I
was seventeen years old,

0. And what happened...but if you’'d rather not talk about Sk =

A. Why not, it’s good for you. I Einished high gchool, the year of
1939, and the war came and it was terrible. In 1940 they stact the ghettos,
ardl they put us in the ghetto, you knowW. They came in...my father escaped
becauss he was on the list of hostages there to prevent from reballing because
otherwise the hostages would be killed or sceething. When he found out that
he‘s on the list of hostages, he escaped, and he went into willages Eo
farmers, not as & Jew. He egcaped there and worked there until they find out
he's Jewish. He had to escape from them and then he came back to the ghettos.

g. 1Is this in Poland in 19407

A. In Poland. Yes, when the Germans came in, then latee in 1942,
they liguidate all ghettos, in Poland. BAnd I was taken ko a labor camp,
because in this little city there was a minitions factory and they need a lat
of people to work. They took about one bundred fifty young girls to work
there. We used to march about three miles to the factory and back with a
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Q. FPirst, whare did you come from?

f. W came from Poland,

Q. Both of youd

A, Yes.

Q. What eity?

A. We came BEo Hew York City.

Q. What city in Poland?

A. We came from Breslsu. But this was 3 German city that Poland
took ower after the war, part of Germary, and Poland gave up the east gide b
mussia. 50, becauss most the Jews in Poland—they concentrate in big
citisg—they didn't go back to the litkle cliies because it was dangecous, one
way, and the other--it was the memories of the Holocmust, that robody cold
live in the same little tosm or city where S0 many Jows pecished during the
war, you know, 5o we settled in Breslau, and we lived there. Life there
vas—for Jews=-even by the Commmists, Lt wasn't what they preach—that esvery
man is equal—it's not broe.  Bechuse myf children, PAosales was aboub seven
years old, she went to school; she was a brilliant student in school.  And
when they asked her what is her name, she only menticned her £lrst name,
posales. Mezselroth looked like a Jewish name, and she didn’t £all them thak
her name was Messalroth., And I never teach her that way, and I asked her why
didn‘t you tell them thab your name {5 sesselcoth, ©Oh, they would find ocut

that I'm Jewish, and I don’t want them to know .
Q. Let me make sure I'm Clear—wers you-—jyou wele in Polard befooe

the war?
A. ¥es, I vas born in Poland, I was in concentration casp.
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quide, Ukrainisn. They were terrible, and we used to get up at four o'clock
in the morning and work for three hOUCS. Thary would count us back and fockh
with big dogs like Garman Shepherds, and we used to march back and forth.
After three months marching back and forth, they locked us up. We couldn’t go
back.

0. And whare was this?¥

A A mmition factory in Poland,  Most of the camps were in
poland, like Auschwitz was in Poland. 3o, it was very bad. Meanwhile, I find
out the ghettes are going to be liquidated. My parents were Very young at
that time, thirey-five, thirty-eight yeats old.

Q. Whers wece your parents at this time?

A. They still were in the ghetto, and then 1 find cut, a German
came in—and if to die, to die together--take your parents Lf they're young to
work with you. And it was a very unusual thing, you know. So I went to my
boss in the factory where I work and 1 said you need 80 many pecple bo work
yvou, would you take, I bribe him, send him to the ghette—tell him to take
things from the house and please take my parents to wirk. Then he says okay 1
can take them, but you have to go to the director of the factory, if he would
agree, it’s alright with me. 5o I went there to him and I told him that we
have paintings hidden, very famous paintings, in the house that he can take,
or other things like silver or things like that, and please take my parents bo
work with us. So he went to the ghetto and took everything possible, Amsyway,
we left it, we find out later we cannot take anything with ue. 3o next, I had
t:.gummwﬂmtaimmmruu'inw&mliumuim
him—the same thing—the same way. He Went and he took leftovers of the houss

and some things we hide by the poles because they were free, mobt fres exactly
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but they could move around. So my parents came to this camp to this factory
and they work. But I had a sister—she was four years old, and she, they
couldn’t take her, because they took to this camp only pecple who were able to
work, So we had Polish friends who kock her and you know, they hide her but
my mother eculdn't stay there. She was afraid that she would endanger their
people and her daughter. So we had to go back to this commandant, not of the
factory but of the camp, to bribe him again and tell him the whole stocy to
let my sister, she was four years old, back to the camp. Hot legally, you
know, if something happened, he would hide her, he would take her out. There
was a few children there who did, a little older than she was but you ses this
was a comsandant, his name was Haas who had a sentiment with children. But he
could come over and with his gun kill people who wers lying arcund in the
camp. You cannot undergtand the psychology cof theam all, the kind what they
eould do. Sowe inspectors used to come in to inspect the whole camp there.
Be used to take those children and hide them in a...they lived in a mansion,
you know, a beautiful section. They had maids and they took care of the
children. The children were always afraid maybe the next day they would come
aver because they were afraid there. In the camp we used to share what we
received too, our food with her because she didn’t work. GShe didn"t have the
ration of food what we used to have so her dream was maybe tomorrow Haas would

c:r.uu-werardtahah&rMrﬂrﬂluyteﬂmmldﬂatﬂmmmlimd. S0 we

worked there for a few years, from 1940 unkil the Fussians came through the

front. They start winning the war, 0 they evacuated us, and this was in

1944. The whole war went at that time, The Italians break with Germany and

Japan as axis. But some cermans—they used to come over. I used to work in

the factory in the office, because I spoke very well German, and 1 worked
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we  stopped 1 used to jump out but at that tise the soldisrs wnie 8o

disoriented) I think I could escaps very easlly, but we were afrald. I had my

mother, =y [ather, a brother, =y sleter, there,

U. Did they take your sister, the four year aldy

& Tes, thay didn't count, evmrythlng was so digoriented Thary

thooght that the Russians were coming after them. But the Pussiens stopped on

the river near Wareaw because the Foles had the uprising at Waresw, and Ly
‘didn't wvant to halt thes, and they walt unti{l they would kill thes off, thary
think. Politie is a dirty thing, and I hate the Rumsians for thae, for
recything what they have done. Bubt wve could survive, Jevs sspecially. In
our factory, was about twenty thousand, and only sucvived about thres or four

thousand, because of the Russians—they cstopped there and they evacmated
further in Germany, and they starved. It was cold and in wintertise, snd ==
- many thousands of prisaoners, not only Jews but others. Meamwhile, they
‘ there on the river., They wvait there until everybody is killed, then
they could march in, They were afrald that the Poles would win the wprising,
they wouldn't let them establish a commmist of socialist regime in Poland.
5 wag the excuse. But then in 1945, two hours before they liberated ua,
. took away my father, two hours only, and he died in Buchemald. And we
ved; we escaped almost because again the evacuation was...they didn't
vhat was golng on. And we were 8o scared, to go with the evacuation
we remember vhat they did to us vhen we came to the casp and they call
group of people and they throw bread (n the whole group and who was
_ ;—wmhm-ﬂ#muﬂltuﬂwﬂmulﬂm.muuﬂ
'ﬁh And we went back to the barcacks, and wve didn't want to go. And then in
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there as & priscoer. It was much easier for me, and I could have ®mOTE

information. I was not so much overworked, I used to go to people and tell

them, sometimes lies, that the war is...geing alright. Becaust s ol

especially the men, they couldn’t adjust, women are more physically and

mentally adaptable than men. Hem are very Eakiguad in clroumstances like

that. We used to have the uniform and they give us some babushkas, you ki .
And T used to take it cut—a plece of material to make a little white enllar,

to look a little better in this circusstances. I peed to work in the office.

I usad to stoal a little red paper to make...te look & little better bacausa
every month they have selections and they took out the people that look sick,
ware doad, because they needed people who could work, not gick. But women are
more strenger in this kind of circumstances. They can wash themselves, and
the men used pot to wash themselves. Even though we didn't have socap, encugh
goap to wash ocurselves, but we always did something to curselves, and we lived
day by day, I think to survive. We didn't know what was going to happen
temorrow, we want to live by day and this helps a lot to survive. What you
meed in this circumstance are things when are unbelievable to believe. We
used to steal...everything that was possible to survive, by the Germans, and
we didn’t think about it that it's wrong. And this happened until 1944, we
ware evacuated to another ammmition factory. The evacuation was terrible;
they used to put us in trains you knew where the cows-—what do you call this?

Q. Boxcar?

A. Yes, 120 people in one box. They gave us this cheese, you know
this American cheese, no water, no bread. People are completely...a lot of

people died in this thing. MHormally we supposed to go about three or four
hours, It took them three days and three nights to go to this place because
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door. We are free, come out, come ogut and we left. 5o my mother and my
little sister, and I, a cousin and a group of people and we walk cut frem this
camp. We dida’t know where we are, and the Germans still they are escaping.
They are running from the Russians, they ask us what we are doing here. So I
told them that the camp was in flames, we don’t know where toogo. We are
scared of them too, and they say don't go to the city because the RFussians are
there. So that was a relief that the Russians were there, so wa went to this
city, and no one would let us in. They were afraid that the Germans would
come back and find out that they hide us or somskhing like that. But finally
a lady opened the door; she says it's okay, come in, and I find out that my
sister--she's working without her shoes. It was winter, terrible cold. The
mext day in the morming we found it used to be a German hospital, not a
real hospital, but a temporary building they todk ovee. Bub it was & hospital
for the soldiers, o we got a room there. So we sbaved there. After the war
I went hack te school, in Poland. You know, life goes an, & big tragedy, it
was terrible. This i5 a very hard thing. 1 don't know how to...and then I
went to school, to medical school, and I had to support my mother, and my
gleter, so I dropped cut. 5o I went £o work; I wocked as a correspondent in a
folish agency, for the newspaper, for the govermment. It was not like herte or
Tass, in Foland they call im Polish agency paper. Bo this was a very good job
for me, because the past, what I went through, was tercible. Everyone who
went through should use a psychiatrist, but this kind of work was better than
a psychiatrist, because I used to go all over Burcpe as a correspondent. I
used to meet people. I used to sell things like that back and forth, and 1
was wanted. And success, this helps a lot, so until 1 met my husband...I
married sy husband in 1947, we moved in..we had a Iactory. So in 1949, 1950,
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@. How did yeu Elnally get cut of Poland?
8o, in 1962...1 hawe a brother here ard my husband has @&

A,
e walbed about £ive

brother...so they gave us the affidavit from there.

years for the visa., Meanshile, they didn’t give us the phssportE AMWBY, but
we came by tealn, we went

finally ww got ocur passports and we left in 19632
to France and from there we came by ahip.
0. Were thers any restrictions at that timed
A. Yes, you couldn't take anything with you, not nothing but little
things. Amyway, the last minute when we received the passports we came Erom

Warsaw home. Wo had a message from friends who work in the passport

department, "Max, you have your passports ready?" he says, "Yes", so leave as
sarly as possible. This was Christmas time, it wvas a good time to leave,
becauss half of the persons didn't work, half wers drunk, you know Christmas
time at night, And Christmas eve night we passed through the border, legally,
tut very scared to death, and then to Czechoslavakia we had ko wait for the

train from Prague to Paris. And we were scared to death when every policeman

came through that maybe that would take us back because this is alse communist
country. The minute we passed through the German border and this was a trying
time too, because in the concentration camp they used to call ms by a mumbar
or name and then when we passed throuwgh the German bordec, "Frau, oh, we're so
glad you are getting out of Poland and going to the United States,” they are

friends with me again, and I start crying and I couldn’'t answer again, you

know, extrems it was. 50 we came to France, It was a besutiful time. Oh, at

France, we had a funny thing also, my sister, who is a doctor, medical doctor,
ghe wag in Maw York City, and she left Poland about four months later. she

came in May, sc she's supposed to send a telegram to cousine of ours in France
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the beginning, they came in and they closed the factory, with the meeey, with
averything we make aboub thoee hendred thousand dolilses workh. 'Pou knaw, at
that time they (the Polish government?) started...we had a very hard time. In
the beginning they ask everybedy to help to mowve into this part of Polacd,
whete they took over Erom Germamy, and to show the world that this is Polish,
and they will help. They will let you cperate evecything, They will mot make
you pay taxes, or something Like that, and we paid, Bo pecple...mo8t of the
people who had to leawe the pact that ‘the pussian took cver, moved also o
this pact. I sentioned before that I would paver o back to this town where I
wag barn and lived bhers bacause to Bs this town was & cemetery. And memories
you canpot...if I remember to get =y birth pertificate—my hushand went, I
couldn't o there. 50 we had this factory, they took sesy everything. 50 at
that time we moved to Breslau to the big city and my bushand took & gEalIMmONE
job.

G. This is still in Poland?

M. Yeg, the whole tise §s in Polamd, To Germamy I would pever oo
either, you ke, because {t*s...and another thing Ehat jyou &8 do
psychologically to yourself-——after the war I promised myself that 1 would
never speak Cerman, never in my life. Yoo cannot imagine pow I canmot speak.

0. hnd you were Lluent?

A, Fluent, I used to make my boss’ homework. He used to 9o to
night school, to school, and I had to make his homework for him, 8o 1 bad to.
I was wery good. I was in thig office for everything, & bookkeeper,
everything that they want. This is also something I eannot understand, if you

believe in God, you sald God gave you 80 msch knosledge, so0 much energy,
pecause the will of surviving of tha will of life is so tremendous that you
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didn't think that scmething came cut that you worked for, you wanted., And 8o
mary things that I used to do thare that I didn't know how I did ie. 1
couldn’t understand. My knowlodge wasn't so tremendous but during the time
when 1 worked in this office I was too smart. In normal times I couldn't do
it, you know when everything is no work right now and they asked me Lo do this
work 1 never have done before and there I did it. So we moved to Breslau from
the factory and my hushand works. I also work in a hospital, I'm &nm KTy
techmician. Finally, 1 finish school later on after I got married., I work as
an X-ray technician in a big hospital and meanwhile we are sti il trylmg to
fmmigrate from Poland. I couldn’t stand it, I dida't want to stay. 5a all of
my friends they received a passport, tut we didn’t becasse he was a chemist,
he worked with the government, they thought...later we find cut that they were
afraid that he would give to Israel or scew place else the secrets that hm
found in there. Finally, the last time when we applied for passport and I
have a brother--my brother survived also, he was in Germany. He immigrated to
the United States in 1948, I think. He wrote us & letter applied to the

United Skakes, maybe this will help.

Q. How did he get there?

A. Becauze he was libecated from the camp, and they took him back
home, and he's not going to stay here. 5o at that time was a Zlonist movemant
in Poland was wery strong, and he took the youngsters and they wented him to
go te Israel and they took most of these pecple to Germany. So he went to
Germany. They closed the borders and we were separated,

50, as a youngster he came over and joimed HIAS. We had a few

relatives in the United States, and he was then eighteen years old,
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to wait for us at the railroad station in Paris. But she makes one mistake,
she sends the telegram that we are coming to Warsaw--Paris, and we came not
Warsaw—Paris, we came Prague, Crzechoslavakia, into a different completely
railroad station. And I never saw this cousin in my life. I know we have
cousins; we were in touch with them, but I never met them perscnally. So we
cama in, in the morning and we wait for our cousin to pick us up. MHobody
came; nothing happened. The Polish government gave...you can buy five dollars
par person. So we were four of us, we had two children; we had twenty dollars
to leave the country. Sc¢ what you do with twenty dellars? The children—I
want them to have a hot meal because it was wintertime. So we bought for them
dinner on the train going from Prague to Paris, 80 we had left fifteen
dollars. We get to PFaris, we have fifteen dollars, the luggage is all around,
people coming looking, and nobody come to pick’ us  up. S50 kthegre was
information desk, Thers they spoke in three lanquages. 5o I had to go there
and ask her...I didn't have his address also because I was afraid when they
Find on me the addresses, we were too scared, you know. Maybe it wasn't that
way, but we were koo scared. We have a message that maybe my husband will
have to stay and they will take sway our passports. So I didn't have nothing
on ug, names of mothing. So ehe gave me a Jewish institubion where I can call
and seek for help. So she gave me the HIAS, so I call up HIAS. And the lady
who spoke to me, I speak Yiddish, and they are French girls and they speak
French Yiddish, and I couldn't understand. 5o I ask her if maybe you have
someone From Poland, or somebody I can communicate with them. I didn't speak
French, so she says, "¥Yes there's a gentleman here from Poland”, and so he
came and talked to me. And I introduced myself, and I told him the story that

we are here, and I have a ccusin here and all this whole stuff. And meanwhile
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the children got sick with temperature, and I don‘t know what to do, 5o I

called, he asked me, *What is your mame.” 1 says "Nesselroth." “¥our

I gay, "Yes". "Has he blue eyes?" "He's
And 1

hsband*s name is Max Messalroth?™
vary handsoms ., " I say, "He's the handsome in the whole world.”

understood who this man was. What happened is my husband was in concentration
camp in Pussia during the war and this gentleman was his best Eriemd. They
went through together the whole thing and he was a lawyer in this institution,

a part-time lawyer, He used to come to HIAS three times & week and we were S0

lucky...im five minutes he came to this cailroad station. ©h, you can't

imagine how it was; they both cried. His name was Boruch Bordenstein. 1
asked if this was Boruch Bordenstein, he says "How do you know me?" 1 say,

"Ch, afver the war, my husband is looking for you, he was searching for you.

He was wriking mewspapers, maybe somebody... It's miracles." 5o he took ue ko

a restaurant...we took the luggages in a locker thece and we had spent ancothec
five dollars. And we didn't only have ten dollars there in & strange country,

a strange city, with nothing. 5o he came in, he took us to a hotel. He gave
uz a lot of money, enough to stay three weeks. We stayed throee weaks, we
barrew from him the money. We gave it back latec, bukt he didn't ask us. And
he drove us arcund and we are in a hotel, and at the same time the cousin was

gmart encugh to call the same organization. And the organization told him

where we were living.

Q. Amazing?
A. And then I had another cousin who came from South France to gee

ug. And meamwhile we had friends from Poland, Polish people, who lived there;
they came to see us. We had a ball there! So after that we came by a ship to

New York City. My brother was there; his brother was there. The first day
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the lanquage when she went...the older ocne, not the younger one. The younget
cne the next year. The younger one pick up much faster, because she was
younger, And she came back with...completely...she was crying there a little
oit, but she got hec English.

Q. When you came to hew York did you have a place to stay?

A.  Yes, ww stayed with his brother for a while but the minute my
busband had his job we had an apactsent. My busband sarned sixty-£ive dollars
a week, The apartment cost sevonty-Eive dollars a monthy it was good. Afbec
three weeks they Found cut that this is not his job because they can use him
with his knowledge, ewven thouch he dossn"t speak English. So they doubled his
salary. So we stact buying Furniture. And I had ko go and take my exams as
an K-ray technician to peceive a license. 5o I wenkt and I tested about a year
later. And I work aleo, ficst in a hospital and thenm in a clinic, Park
Avenue, in New York. And they both, the children start going to school. They
became a little happier, after a while. Rosalee skipped a year, because she's
a brilliant girl.

Q. To go back a little—what was your religious 1ife like in
Poland?

A. Before the war, it's a little eity. My grandfather was a Rabbi,
but my father was a Zionist, a very famous one. The Orthodox in Poland didn'e
want to mingle with the non-Jews. They were completely separated. They
didn’t even send to the Polish schools to learn the lanquage. And my father
Einished ¥Yeshiva and after that he says forget about it. We have ko live 25
if we live in the country. We have to take the same culture, as I gay ho waz
a wery active Zionist, not religious, knowledgeable in the Talmsd and

sverything, but not religicus. He vas a man who...a philanthropist, you know,



Dora Hesselroth 13

was very good; the second day was good; the third was good. The fourth days,
whan you have to go and buy yourself something, and you don’t speak English,
ard you don't have the money, it's terrible. We didn't go nowhere. After
five days my husband gob a job. The children had to go to school. This was a
tragedy alss for then.
Q. How old were the children?
A. Poanles was ten years old and the youngest was gsewven years old.
S5 Rosales was a veary brilliant student in Poland and here she cane ifm,
nothing., Everyday she had a headache. In the morning, she had a sore throat,
sha had & headache and she was crying. And I sald Rosales, you know if you
want to shorten your time of being & good student you have to go to school. I
know you cannot make it, buk if you go ©o school you can learn the language.
With me you cannot, because I speak Polish to you and what's going to happen.
She was crying every day and she went to school. 5o Einally I went to school,
and it was a young lady teacher. It was a Jewish lady, and I don't know how I
gpeak to her. I went with somebody, and I asked her & fmvor, maybe she can
take care of her and tutor her after school. She gave her btwice a4 week, a
half hour after school. In math she was ahead of the other children but te
understand evecything you have to speak English. 50 we came to the United
States in January and in July I sent my daughter to a camp. And everybody
around ma, my neighbors and my relatives said I'm mot a mother, I'm a
mirderer. Why do you send your child to a camp by herself, with English
speaking children? I gaid this is going te be the cnly way that she will
learn to speak Emglish with the children she has to do everything that they
are doing. She has to listen to them. And after she was here in the United

States from January to July, she picked up a little bit, but finally she got
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the Communist Party in Poland for the Jews especially, we had a wery pooT
economy, not cich Jews. They used to say that every Jew is rich, so they
dreve those youngsters after they finished high school. They didn't have a
job, they drove them to the Communist Party. So my father organized trade
school, night school, techaical school. He organized a bank, non-profit, for

the 1little businesses, for like tailors and shoemakers, Lo build up the

|Cconmomy .
Ha was a very active...he was in touch with Ben Gurion before the

war. Months before the war I remember...what is the big shot, the Zienisat
writer7 He visited all the big shots from the Zionist world, they used O
skay in our house. It was a very good home.

0. And when you came ocver here to Mew York Clty, what was it like?

wWas there any problem being Jewish?
A. I was what you call it gquarantined, my mind was quarantined. I

thought that this was the end of the world, that I have to start from all over
again., And the most important thing...we left Poland because of the children.

I didn't want them to be assimilated. There were =0 mamy people that my

-nildren were going to marry the non-Jew, you know. I don't want it. I want
+hem to come back to be Jewish, and to be free. And 1 came over here and I
was afraid that my older daughter was studying four years, four or flve years,
when she was five years she was studying piano, and I came over here and
everything is going. I don't have the money. I don't have anything, We
worked and worked to start...everything I have here I bought it from the
beginning. And I farced them to go to school and to finish college.

0. How leng did you stay in New York?
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A. About three years. My hushand was cransferced £rom MNew York to
bere (Pirmingham] and this was a good thing.
0. How did you like Birminghas and what did you think of the
Seuth?

A. We had very bad information about rhe South, Because WhED they
find cut that my husband is coming here and they says no, fignt with them,
don’t let them go. And I says I cannst fight with them. I have to see for
myself. The opportunities hera are mich better than New York. BRe used to
travel to werk from where we lived in New York to his place about an hour and
a half in the subways and three hours it took you Lo go back and Eorth. And
here you see it was much...and I want To cee by myself. So my husband lefk
Mew York in March and I stay by myself with the children until they finish
achool thers from March to June, July I think. And I took my vacation at the
affice there and I told them that I'm going to Alabama because my husband was
transfecred there and I will come back unkil you £ind somebody else to replace
me. So my husband wrote me a letter every day, saying it’s marvelous, pecple
are very, very friendly, help as mich as they could. The neighbors here—I
wouldn't move from here. The neighbore are marvelous, very good. The first

day I came over here they asked me who I am. I says 1 came from New York, but
T'm not a Yankee, I was a foreigner. I came from Poland and I'm Jewish, you
know, the Eirst thing. And why did you move in here, why don't you move to
wountain Brook, you know, because the Jews are all living in Mountain Brook?
24 T said what are you talking about, we had rich Jews and we had poor Jews
slsn. So T moved here because I'm afraid I cannot afford to live there. And
r den’t regret, absolutely mot, because this is the reason my daughter went to
rsrasl. Because in Mountain Brook, you have Jewish and non-Jewish. She
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A. With us it's so different. I don’t know, I'm not afraid to say
the truth, what T think about it. I am wery honest to them. We discuseed it
a lot, in my poor English, but I did discuss with them, And I explained Lo
them what Hitler can do to & country. Thase prejudices are a sickness of our
society, and I fesl sorry for pecple who think this way. First of all, how

can vou habte somebody you don’t know, please hate me later, now [ would like
voul bo know me & little better. At Passover 1 psed ko ask him to come OVED
for Passover dimmer. Tt so happened that every time there was a war in Ierasl
the pecple used to inform me how the war goas. To this day they didn't think
about it because they didn’t know a Jew, they became interested in a Jewish
life. 5S¢ I think that we should spen ocur arms like my grandfather used to
say, how can they know what we are umtil you socialize with them...you can
undergtand what kind of culture we have and what kind of culture they have.
we took ower culbure Erom them boo bocause we went bo school...but you have to
ba with them and don't be afeaid ko tell them the truth and discuss with them
ood or Jesus Christ or something like that. It was one time a discussion—the
Jows killed Jesus Christ, I said if Jesus was God, b coan b be killed? You
cannot kill God. Moses could also be God, but the Jews don't think he was
fod. This kind of discussion with the non-Jews...I like the idea what Jesus
pmmtmniymamtuﬁmmr. He was a very loyal pecson, who
teach everybody supposed to be equal, love each other and you hate. I you
dan’t bolieve in Jesus you hate this person. How can you do such a thing, in

name of God, to hate somebody, of in the name of Ged te kill scmebody, Because
it's mot nice? We joke you know, so we have a very nice relationship here.
Everyone who we met, a non-Jew and they didn't know about Jews or something,
thay became interested at least in our life. My husband has now...we became
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used to go to a school, she was one of only three Jewish girls who went to the

gechool. 1 was praying one time, and I said okay it's good, and I asked the

Rabbi what am I going to do. Because of them I have to move to Mountain

Brook; I cannot afford it, what can I do? But one thing I prayed to God about

someone would tell you, you are Jew and this is not geing to not happen. One
thing she was in a beauty contest; she was congeniality gqueen. Only Jew; 1T
was some big thing. But I always told her if you fell in love with a non—Jew,
T eannot help it, but remember one thing——I'm not going to like him, I'm not

going to feel the same to you, because we lost six million Jews. You dom't

have the right, because your grandfather asked me the last minute they took

him away, "Tell the world, dom't forget what happened, let them know what

happened. And you as his granddaughter will marry the non-Jew is the end of

the world, is like you accepting what Hitler did."
0. Does she feel the same way you do?

In the beginning she didn't want to listen to me. The

M

psychology of a young person you have to understand. Parents used to say it's
not golng to work, why should I bother to talk to children, and it’'s not true
.it*s okay five percernt, fifteen percent, twenty-five percent,

ghe used to go out with boys; they used to come into the

because abouk..
fifty percent.
house, and I always tried in a diplomatic way to tell them that I'm Jewish and

how it was and how it happened, in a very diplomatic way to those boys and

girls because she has boys and girls coming over here, non-Jewish, that to

make them understand that she’s Jewish.

Q. To the rest of the community, was there a strong distinction

that you were Jewish?
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friendly with a representative from a ressarch laboratory. You know, he nevet
met Jews, and we became so close that the other day a2 few weeks ago he heard
about Begin, the Isracli Prime Minister. and he sald, 1 was listening to his
biography, and you are similar because he came from Paland. hd  the
background is almost similar, and he came over and told us, he's interested
and this is a wery healthy thing. And I say tell me everything you think
about me: I don't want to be a hypocrite and say you're beautiful, because

nobody can be beautfiful. Everybody has thedr faults and nobody's perfect.



