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Mrs. Dora perel

g. Your sister, Martha?

A.
the 1ittle girl, she was 85 years old, she's the one that 1ives now

yes, but unfortunately, this is a very, very sad story. Esther,

in Miami, has the four girls. She was 8% years old in 1939, when a
Jewish children's transport took Jewish children to England, and they

took Esther. And I still got the letter.

Q. It was sad wasn't it?

A. I still got the letter my sister wrote. She said, "Even though

it takes part of my heart out, I wish they had taken the three boys

too". She and the three boys perished.

Did they have four children altogether?

£

A. Five - the oldest was in a kibbutz.

Q. Oh, he was already in Palestine?

A. You see, at that time it was the most important thing, you know to

let the men and boys go first.

Q. The rest of them all perished?
A. Those memories are overcoming when you talk about them. No one
can even imagine what hasn't gone through the brutality, the cruelities,

of the Nazi regime - you know at that time - ---. No, it wasn't at

that time, what did I want to say, I'11 come to it later.

0. Let's talk about you and let's talk about what your life was.

What kind of education did you have?
A. Well, I really can't remember too much of my childhood. I loved

t0 go to school, I remember. I loved to read every spare minute I had.
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In my homel ife, you know, my upbringing was strictly Orthodox in

my home and in my school. We had Hebrew everyday in school; we had
the memories of

Jewish history every day in school, and 1 cherish

the warmth of our family life. There are wonderful memories of the
eriday nights, Sabbath, the Holidays which we celebrated with such
holiness, that is unforgetable. I am forever grateful to my parents

to have instilled in all of us, my sisters and my brothers, the love

and gevotion and respect for each other, and we always had a very

close relationship.

Q. Well, it's wonderful memories to draw from.

p. The memories are, well, just unforgetable. In fact, my relationship

to my nephews, my nieces is very, Very close. Well, 1 became engaged

in August, 1917. It was during the first world war. Germany fought

3 losing war, times were bad. Everything was rationed - clothing, shoes,

food, etc. And no housing available. The war finally ended in November,

1918, and we got married a few months later in February.

Q. February, 19197
A. Yes, 1919. We were Jucky. We got an apartment in a new built

apartment house.

Q. That's the same way it is here?

A. Yes.

Q. People are lucky if they get an apartment in a nice new building,
A. That's right. I know I remember Hitler and the war, and a lot of

things were rationed, this was a winning country and they were a losing

country, you know, it was worse.
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rooms Yyou had?

So you got an apartment. Do you remember how many

Q.
so 1
A.

had 4 o

[ had, well, in Germany they don't call the kitchen a room,

oms and a kitchen.

g. That was very comfortable?
A, Yes, oh Yes, oh, sure. We moved after Ida was about a year old;
so 1 was married about 3% years, We moved to our own houseé, apartment.

About 1922 then?

£
.

A. Yes, about 1922 or 1923.

Q. Can you describe it?

A. Big apartment house, 1 had about 7 rooms, well, those are all

memories. ...

Q. Apartment house?

A. Now I want to tell you about my wedding.

Q. Now that sounds exciting - let's hear about that.

4. During my wedding dinner, which was in a Jewish hotel in the heart

of the city on the main street - it was my luck you know, it was....

we had a revolution going on and the revolutionaries were marching in
the streets across you know all the main streets in the city singing
and shouting and breaking big department stores' windows, plundering---
it was so tumultuous and it was soO frightening, you know, my life,

really I went through so many so such excitement, terrible excitement

0. It wasn't dull! The revolutionaries were plundering but they

didn't interfer with your wedding?
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And don't forget I hadn't seen my brother for 12 years, he

A.
e in 1926, you know to Germany, and I hadn't seen my sister for

cam
28 yea rs.
Which sister was that?
She was suppose to come to Germany with E1la, with her daughter,

Q.

A.
to leave Ella, like to select one the son. Isadore for about 1%

years - but when Hitler came, it was too late. So I hadn't seen her

for 28 years.

That was a wonderful reunion.

Q.
A. But she lived only 4 years more and then passed away.
Q. Now, which one was that? Which sister?

A. That was Rose.
Q. She only 1ived until about 19427

A. She passed away in 1942.

Q. What were your impressions of America when you came here?

A. MWell, I have to tell you about this. Also, we didn't have to be

afraid any more...to get arrested...only to be a Jew...or to go into
a store with a sign on the entrance on the windows saying "Jews are

not welcome". You were free to speak openly, but what was on our

minds, my children could go to school and finish their education.

Free to Tive, free to work, free to breathe. Fred finished high school

after being only 11 months in this country and graduated college after

- %5 years of attending here, Howard College, it's now Samford College.




27

Mrs - pora Perel

a, to0s finished high school in a short time. She went to New York

Id
attending Hunter College for a while, to study interior decorating.

after she got married she opened, well, she went into her own business-
the import business. Well, she's very smart. As I said, you know,

husband went into the coal business and stayed for a short while,

my
I came 1in

1 mentioned this before..and stayed with my sister.
pugust in 1938, and became naturalized on March 30 '44. I even got

my number, I have to look it up first. Would you 1ike to have my
number too?

Q. Not necessarily.
A. When I saw my sister and when I saw my brother, well, I tell you...
as happy as 1 was to be here free and united with my family, after 2%
years longing for them, my husband and children...to see my brother

after 20 years...to see my sister after 28 years, meeting their families

for the first time...getting to know my cousins I have never met,these

were thrilling moments.

Q. I'm sure they were.

A. And yet the transition still wasn't so easy. The worries about my

dear ones who were left behind, knowing that their fate...that they

couldn't leave this murderous Germany...would be horrible, you know,

gave me sleepless nights and terrible nightmares. Even now after 42

years many nights I can't fall asleep, memories of those long gone but

not forgotten times of torturing and I get bitter in retrospect. Why,

I am asking, did the world let this happen. The United States, England,

._France, they all knew what was going on. Their claim they weren't









