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The first professional Greek photographer opened his studio in Athens in 1937. Even
earlier, many cities in Greece had at least one professional photographer. In the first
decades of the 20th century, families with the means to do so had photographic
portraits taken in local studios. The most important moments in the lives of the local
inhabitants (weddings, formal events, the birth of a new child) would be captured on
film. It was also very common for those who immigrated to the United States to have
photographs of their relatives, still back home, sent to them.




These Jews were Romaniote Jews,
Hellenized Jews, Greek-speaking
Jews who preserved cheir Judaism
while absorbing much of the cul-
tute of the non-fewishGreek wotld.
It would be within the family that
their Judaism would be preserved.
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The family would insulate and protect against the threats of assimilacion,
e1[1m=.'ing the Jews to take advantage of the opportunities afforded them in
tlie outside world while still preserving their Judaism.

"MarmouTtol amnod Tov TOMmo oou KL ag eival UnaAwpévo."
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In 1492, thousands of Spanish-Speaking Sephardic Jews would arrive on

what is now Greek soil, expelled from Spain by Ferdinand and Isabella and

welcomed into the Ottoman Turkish Empite by Sultan Beyazec IT. The
traditions and customs they brought with them differed from
those of the indigenous Romaniote Jewish population. What
they did share was their strong attachmenc to family.

Within two generations most indigenous Greek-speaking
Romaniote Jews were absorbed into the Sephardic world, In
rare instances, such asin Ioannina, Romaniote Jews continued
to preserve their distinct culture and traditions.

Hazan Family: Rhodes 1922 Gabriel Azouvi Family: Larissa 1910 Marash Family: Salonika: 1913

Mira la madre, tome la hija.
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On October 28, 1940, Mussolini issued an ultimatum to Greece. He was planning to invade through the
Albanian border. General Metaxas answered back with a resounding OXI (NO!). Of the many Greeles
who fought on the Albanian Front to protect their country from Fascist invasion, close to 13,000 were
Gireek [ews: 3,500 would return severely injured and 513 would give cheir lives for their country. When
Germany came to the aid of their Italian allies, it was all over and in March of 1943, the first deportations
would begin. By October of 1944, with the liberation of Greece, 87% of Greek Jews had perished in Nazi

CONCENCraion L'E.I'HP-S .

These family photos of Greek Jews capture fleeting moments of joy. Most would shortly become vicoims
of the madness called the Holocaust. May thetr names be mnscribed for ecernity.

Ishals Bamnily: Toannina 1930: Rachal Qsmos: Cortu 1930: Fani Haimi [oanning Babarlizs Banily: Achens 1934
March 25, 1944

“For the dead and the living, we must bear witness.”

Elie Wiesel
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In every conceivable manner, the family is link to our past, bridge to our future.
-- Alex Haley

The family is one of nature's masterpieces.
-- George Santayana

"The family is the nucleus of civilization." - Ariel and Will Durant
"What God is to the world, parents are to their children." — Philo

"The love of a family is life’s greatest blessing" — Unknown
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“A family with an old person has a living treasure of gold.” Unknown.

“Una Buena mujer yena la kaza.”
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"To kpaoi kat ta mabia Aéve tnv aAndeia.”
"To nawbdi oov kat to okuAi ocov onwe ta uadeig.”

“Catholics believe life begins at conception. Atheists believe that life begins at
birth. Jews believe that life begins when the children leave home and the dog
dies.”

Author Unknown

“Whoever teaches his son teaches not only his son, but also his son's son - and
so on to the end of generations.”
Talmud, Kiddushin 30a
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Playing cards on roofrop of Tachmias family on
275 Broome Allen Seeeer - 1936

Broome & Allen was once the center of Greek [ewish life on the Lower East Side. The fronts of the
apartment buildings acted as cathering places to sit and talle, show off new babies and reconnect
with extended family. ‘The rooftops offered a refuge from the summer heat.

‘The Allen Street Parlk, ESEIECiEIH}-’ the section between Dclancr:}r and Grand, was a meeca for Greek

Jewish families, and the coffee shops lining Allen Street, offered a respite for the men, as they sipped
their cafes, discussed politics and read their newspapers (either Greek or Lading).

Mlost of the families have moved, the children have srown up, but Kehila Kedosha Janina sall
remains to remind us of a [ife thar once was,

Allen Street Pack - 19404 Cofhnos on Broome Screer




