
 

 

Birmingham Holocaust Education Center Receives 501(c)(3) Status 

 

The BHEC is thrilled to announce that we have gained official recognition as our own  

501(c)(3) organization.  For the past 12 years, the BHEC has operated as a regional  

educational division of the Alabama Holocaust Commission under their 501(c)(3)  

status.  Under the diligent guidance of Barbara Bonfield, we began the process of seeking 

non-profit status in June 2013.  For the BHEC, independent 501(c)(3) status will simplify both 

our bookkeeping and our public identity.  As our own non-profit entity, we will continue to 

work closely with the Alabama Holocaust Commission, continuing our efforts to provide     

Holocaust education programming throughout the state of Alabama. Treasurer Max Herzel 

welcomes our new 501(c)(3) status.  Our grateful thanks to Barbara Bonfield for preparing 

the application documents.  
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L’Chaim 2014 was a huge success for the BHEC in both fundraising and  

celebration.  The campaign led by Co-Chairs Cathy Friedman and Edgar Marx Jr.  

generated donations totaling more than $168,000!  This greatly exceeded our goals 

and expectations, and we are deeply grateful to all who contributed. The event  

honoring Jeffrey Bayer was attended by nearly 500 people who responded  

enthusiastically to the diverse program of education and entertainment. In particular, 

Jeffrey Bayer’s remarks resonated with all who attended, and we’d like to share these 

with all of you.   

 

“The opportunity to be standing here today is a blessing, and the Bayer family is certainly appreciative to be receiving this recognition.       

However, I also would like to include my business partners, the Silverstein and Rotenstreich families, for it is the three of us who have     

provided a home to the Birmingham Holocaust Education Center for their most important work. 

 

So why have we provided a home for the Center for 10 years? 

 

While we listen to the press and the world, focus on Israel and the Palestinians, we as members of the Jewish faith focus on antisemitism 

and what it may lead to, again.  However, those same persons, as well as the news organizations, are deafeningly silent as Christians are 

being slaughtered in the Middle East and Africa, and the Christian communities are being eliminated after living in peace for centuries.   

Muslims are killing Muslims. 

 

There seems to be evil everywhere.  We, as people of morality, just don’t understand how others live this way.  People have asked for       

decades why European Jews silently went to be slaughtered.  Was it because they just could not comprehend that there were people in the 

world who believed in such a totality of evil?  

 

Yes, the Jewish people have a mission not to let the world forget, and to deliver a message that it will never happen again, but the Center has 

a much broader mission, in my opinion.  We as free people cannot live quietly as zealots around the world state their mission, which is to 

destroy us.  Hitler clearly told the world of his intentions, and so many pretended that nothing was happening. 

 

Today ISIS is clearly articulating that same message…they are intent on destroying civilization as we know it.  There will always be evil in the 

world, but the question is, “What will all of us do about it?” That really is why we are all here today.  People of many walks of life, coming  

together to join hands, so the Birmingham Holocaust Education Center may deliver our joint message….we must not, we cannot let these 

atrocities continue to happen to any of us, not just to people of the Jewish faith. 

 

If we do not do our small part in making this a better, safer world for the generations to come, who will?  That is why our three families have 

made a commitment to the Center.  We have a shared responsibility to turn the world from evil and not let history repeat itself.  The world 

needs us.  We must be heard!!!” - Jeffrey Bayer 
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We Thank Our L’Chaim 2014 Host Committee  

L’Chaim 2014 - Photos by Nik Layman 

Co-Chairs 
Cathy Friedman and Edgar Marx Jr. 

Judy and Hal Abroms Betty Goldstein Christa and Tad Lidikay   

Harry Bayer Mary and Braxton Goodrich Eileen and Danny Markstein   

Renee Blalock Frances and Miller Gorrie Candy and Ed Meyerson   

Annie and Greg Butrus Majella and Herschell Hamilton Britt and Chuck Redden   

Lynne and Mark Cohen Marcia and Stan Hart Bunny and Joel Rotenstreich   

Kate and John Cotton Virginia Jones Sue and Jon Rotenstreich   

Taylor and Rick Davis Mary and David Kimerling Susan and David Silverstein   

Suzanne Durham Sheryl and Jon Kimerling Emmie and Bill Smith   

Lisa and Alan Engel Alisa and Wayne Krouse Ivy and Tom Spencer   

Carol and Jimmy Filler Faye and Robert Levin Chanda Temple   

Brenda and Fred Friedman Emily and Bob Levine Ann and Kennon Walthall   

Cathy and Paul Friedman Esther and Jack Levy Odessa Wolfolk   

Cantor Jessica Roskin sings a 

Yiddish song from the DP camps 

The Seasoned Performers and Hoover H.S. Theatre 

present “The Slippery Slope” 

The Eric Essix Trio plays a jazz medley to a full house 

Emcee Deborah Layman Phyllis Weinstein, Jeffrey Bayer, Cathy Friedman The Birmingham Community Mass Choir 

sings “May the Lord God Bless You” 

Eric Essix 

Teacher Lisa Byrd talks about the 

sad aftermath of the Holocaust 

Jeffrey Bayer 



 

 

Page 3 

 

Visionary—$10,000  
Alabama Power Foundation • The Engel Family • Protective Life Corporation  

 

Builder—$5,000  
Judy and Hal Abroms • Gail and Jeffrey Bayer • Bradley Arant Boult Cummings LLP • Marx Brothers, Inc. • Sellers Richardson Holman and West LLP 

 

Guardian—$2,500 
Bessemer Trust • Frances and Miller Gorrie • Diana and Gray Plosser • Diane and Fred Shaftman 

 

Sustainer—$1,000 
Karen and Leslie Allen • Jake Aronov • Baker Donelson Bearman Caldwell & Berkowitz PC • Harry Bayer • Catherine and Bill Cabaniss • Dian  

Diamond • Julia and Walton Doster • EBSCO  Industries, Inc. • Carol and Jimmy Filler • Cathy and Paul Friedman Jr. • Betty A. Goldstein • Mary and 

Braxton Goodrich • Gillian and Mike Goodrich Melanie and Jay Grinney • Ginger and Jerry Held • Ronne and Donald Hess Foundation • Highland  

Associates • Mary and David Kimerling • Sheryl and Jon Kimerling • Ricki and Lanny Kline • Rachel Krantz and Edward Goldstein • Sheri and Jimmy 

Krell • Faye and Robert Levin • Edgar Marx Jr. • Glenda and Paul Nagrodzki • The Pizitz Family • Regions Bank • Harold Ripps • Bunny and Joel  

Rotenstreich • Sue and John Rotenstreich • Lana and Steve Royal • Pam Ruttenberg • ServisFirst Bank • Sirote & Permutt, PC • Eleanor and Herbert 

Sklenar • Liz and Mike Slive • Lydia Cheney and Jim Sokol • UAB 

 

Supporter—$500 
Louise and Jim Abroms • Anonymous • Cobbs Allen • Teri Aronov • Renee Blalock • Robin and Marc Bloomston • Jane and Joe Bluestein • Mindy and 

Larry Boggs • Nina and Ken Botsford • Sharon and Edward Bromberg • Candace Caine • Elizabeth and Andrew Campbell • Mary Lynne and Eli 

Capilouto • Lynne and Mark Cohen • Mayer Cohen, In Memory of Irby Cohen • Brooke and Daniel Coleman • Patsy and Charles Collat • Jill and Alan 

Deer • Laurie and Craig Elmets • Lisa and Alan Engel • Janice and Charles Feldman • The Central Alabama Community Foundation, Kelley & C.T.  

Fitzpatrick Fund • Janet and Morton Goldfarb • Jane and Steve Goldner • Elizabeth and Michael Goodrich • Alison and Jim Gorrie • Beau-Haim Harang 

and Joao De Andrade •  Hannah and Colin Helman • Eve and Rick Hirsch • HOAR Construction • Hoar Program Management • Julie and Howard 

Koch • Emily and Bob Levine • Glynnis and Ronald Levitt • Esther and Jack Levy • Christa and Tad Lidikay • Thomas Luckie • Eileen and Danny    

Markstein• Cecilia Matthews • Judy and  Gerson May • Mayer Electric Supply Company • Sally and Brant McDuffie • Anne and Tommy McLeod • Candy 

and Ed Meyerson • Judi and Jonathan Miller • Ann and Gary Mollengarden • Judy and Gary Monheit • Oakworth Bank • Penny and Ruffner Page • 

Lenora Pate and Steven Brickman • Marjorie Perlman • Karen and Joel Piassick • PlainClothes • Lynn and Arie Raviv • Sherri and David Romanoff •  

Jo Anne and Mark Rosenfeld • Jessica Roskin and Alan Davis • The Judy and James Rotenstreich Family •  Barbara and Stuart Royal • Gail and Abe 

Schuster •  Joyce and Arthur Serwitz • Paula and Landers Sevier IV • Melissa and Hanson Slaughter •  Stephanie and Stephen Steinmetz • Henry Stern 

Foundation • Catherine Lee Styslinger Jr. • Jean and Jim Thompson •  Roxanne Travelute and Michael Honan •  Cameron and Scott Vowell • Anne Lee 

Wall • Ann and Kennon Walthall • Anne and Mike Warren Jr. • Brenda and Steve Weinstein • Phyllis G. Weinstein • Marjorie and James White III • Eva 

Wilensky • Ilene and Allan Wilensky • Melissa and Melvin Zivitz 

 

Donors 
Janet and David Aarons • Mary and Ray Adams • Robert Adler• Barbara and Jack Aland • American Israel Education Association LLC • Betty and Bob 

Anfanger • Susan and Rodney Barstein • Joan Becker • Frances and Claude Bennett • Alison and Robert Berman • Sandra and Alan Berman • Sidney 

and Faye Bernstein • Anne and Neal Berte • Nancy and Harold Blach • Stephen Black • Judge Sharon Lovelace Blackburn • Gregory Bloomston • 

Rosalyn Bloomston • Shannon and Bill Blount • Barbara Bonfield • Kelly Bownes • Elna Brendel • Sharon and Edward Bromberg • Becky and J.W. 

Carpenter • Julie and Harold Ceitlin • Freda and Bob Centor • Sherry and Jerry Cherner • Caryn and Steven Corenblum • Frances Cypress • Heidi and 

Martin Damsky • Eileen and Howard Davis • Jeri Davis • Taylor and Rick Davis • April Deal • Debbie Shevin • Jan and Charles Denaburg • Vaughn and 

Ton DeVos • Melanie and Alan Dillenberg • Isa Dorsky • Newstell Dowdell • Rebecca and Jack Drake • Patsy and Alan Dreher • Karen and Howard 

Ehrlich • Ellen and Fred Elsas • Beverly and Stanley Erdreich • Chu-Chi and Bobby Fierman • Barbara and Larry Fine • Karl Friedman • Sally and  

Richard Friedman • Shirley and Ron Froehlich • Toby and Warren Gewant • Donna and Howard Goldberg • Debra and Joel Goldstein • Jacqueline  

Goldstein • Sherron and Allan Goldstein • Shirley and Julius Goldstein • Steve Grafman • Darlene and Wayne Green • Susan and Steve Greene •  

Sherrie and Steve Grunfeld • Brenda and Morris Hackney • Majella and Herschell Hamilton • Ann Dominick  and John Hardin • Rona and Frank  

Harper • Susan and David Harwood • Rabbi Laila Haas • Marilyn Haver • Lucy and Michael Hawkins • Emily and Sam Heide • Evelyn and Jack Held • 

Carol and Donald Herman • Mackie and Sherman Horowitz • Joanna and David Hufham • Sandra Jaffe and Barry Dreayer • Jim Jolly • Virginia Jones • 

Kelly and Richard Kahn • Leslie Kahn and Martin Stein • Sharon Kahn and Richard Lehr • Rhoda Kaplan • Lisa and Alan Kianoff • Laura and Gordon 

Kirschberg • Alex and Charles Kivowitz • Michelle and Randall Konigsburg • Robin and Bart Kolber • Rochelle and Mike Koslin • Chuck Krulak • Randi 

and David Landy • Jerry Lapidus • Evelyn Layman • Nik Layman • Robin and Steve Lazarus • Gayle Leitman • Mitzi and Barry Levin • Brett Levine • 

Denise and Wayne Lewis • Joyce and Joe Lichtenstein • Betty Loeb • Betzy and Spencer Lynch • George Lynn • Joye and Phillip Madden • Letty and 

Robert Marcus • Maria and Coke Matthews • Laurie Max • Cindy and Harvey May • Maynard Cooper & Gale PC • Lynette and J.B. Mazer • Connie and 

Fred McCallum • Louise and Frank McPhillips • Natalie and Irving Meisler • Judy Borisky-Metzger and Robert Metzger • Kathy and Louis Mezrano • 

Max Michael • Sandra and Jim Miller • Natalie and Keith Nadler • Christy and David Nelson • Loretta Newfield • Jerome Newmark • Maria Norena • 

Jamie and Greg Odrezin • Elizabeth and James Oswalt • Anne and David Ovson • George Ann and Alton Parker • Lauren Perlman • Margo and Michael 

Pitt • Margaret and Kip Porter • James Pratt • Judy Prince • Heather and Dan Puckett • Marian and Myron Radwin • Judy Rattner • Britt and Chuck 

Redden • Margaret Ritchie • Mary and Mike Rooney • Sara and Jeffrey Roseman • Margy Rosenbaum • Kim and Neil Roth • Nancy and Daniel  

Rousso • Micky and Stanley Rubenstein • Pat and Samuel Rumore • Ina and David Russakoff • Amy and Michael Saag • Donna and Gary Schiff • 

Jessie and Abe Schniper • Leigh and Jack Schniper • Renee and Bernard Schulman • Esther Schuster and Allen Shealy • Lora Schwartz • Amy and 

James Sedlis • Becky and Alan Seitel • Bobbye and Michael Seligman • Sandra and Kenneth Seton • Dorothy Shiland • Bobbie and Don Siegal •  

Rosalyn and Irvin Siegal • Wendy and Frank Siegal • Estelle Silverstein • Carole Simpson • Emmie and Bill Smith • Bobbie and Howard Sokol • Ivy and 

Tom Spencer • Joyce Spielberger and Maury Shevin • Julia and Peter Stern • Belle Stoddard • Marilyn and Murray Tanner • Samuel Tenenbaum Jr. • 

Callen and Will Thistle • Valerie and Clark Thompson • Kathy and Tommy Thomson • Cynthia and Raymond Tobias • Linda Verin and Rick Clay • Scott 

Walton • Lemarse Washington • Allison and Ben Weil • Lori and Jim Weil • Diane and Mike Weiner • Karen and Dan Weinrib • Amanda and Ed  

Wilson • Elaine Witt and Michael Sznajderman • Paul Woodall • Odessa Wolfolk • Jeanne and John Wright Jr •  

Eytan and Marissa Yammer • Selah and Dennis Zweig 

To Each Of Our L’Chaim 2014 Donors, We Extend Our Grateful Thanks 



 

 

Birmingham Holocaust Education Center 

P.O. Box 130805 

Birmingham, AL  35213-0805 

Phone: 205.795.4176 

E-mail: information@bhamholocausteducation.org 

www.bhamholocausteducation.org 

 

M

BHEC MISSION STATEMENT 
Inspired by Alabama Holocaust survivors, whose presence in our community makes us mindful of the injustices in their past, the BHEC is committed to 

preserving their memories and continuing their legacies.  The lessons of the Holocaust are profound and relevant, providing a platform to explore important 

ethical and moral issues. Our goal is to keep the history of the Holocaust alive by providing engaging resources, programs, and initiatives to the students, 

teachers, and communities of Alabama.  Through Holocaust education, we hope to ensure that new generations will apply the lessons of the Holocaust to the 

construction of a more just, humane, and tolerant future. 
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Phyllis G. Weinstein, President 

Ann Mollengarden, Vice President Cathy Friedman 

Deborah Layman, Vice President Janet King 

Denise Lewis, Vice President Michelle Konigsburg 

Max Herzel, Treasurer Ronald Levitt 

Mitzi Levin, Secretary Esther Levy  

Karen Allen Amy McDonald 

Pam Baugh  Noah Schuettge 

Barbara Bonfield Becky Seitel 

Judy Borisky-Metzger Noelle Sheedy 

Lisa Byrd Barbara Solomon 

Kate Cotton Joyce Spielberger  

Isa Dorsky Lemarse Washington 

Laurie Elmets  

  

Legacy is available online and via 

email. Sign up on our website! 

 

Remembering Kristallnacht— 

What Did We Know? What Did We Do? 

Sunday, November 9, 3:00 pm 

Homewood Public Library 
 

 

Join us for a fascinating program featuring 

Alabama Holocaust Commission members 

Maury Shevin and Dr. Dan Puckett.  
 

Maury Shevin will share recent discoveries from the              

Birmingham Public Library archives about what was in the local 

news during the events of Kristallnacht in November 1938.   
 

Dr. Dan Puckett of Troy University will share insights into how 

the Birmingham community responded to news reports from 

Europe. He will also discuss why so many Jewish immigrants 

came to settle in Birmingham and the issues they faced. After 

the program, Dr. Puckett will sign copies of his new book, In the 

Shadow of Hitler: Alabama’s Jews, the Second World War and 

the Holocaust. 
 

Light refreshments will follow. There is no charge to attend. 

IN MEMORIAM 
 

 

Semen Zinger  
May 3, 1926 

to 

August 27, 2014 
 

 
Find us on Facebook 

To view our L’Chaim 2014 program in its 

entirety, visit our website at: 

http://bhamholocausteducation.org/ 

                                                   

Remembering Kristallnacht 

   

To those who celebrate, To those who celebrate, To those who celebrate, 

L’Shanah Tovah!L’Shanah Tovah!L’Shanah Tovah!   

Happy New Year!Happy New Year!Happy New Year!   


