
L’Chaim 2016 — Honoring Betty Allenberg Goldstein
Anyone who knows Betty Goldstein knows that her energy and enthusiasm are    

boundless. L’Chaim Co-Chair Joel Rotenstreich describes Betty as “a giver, doer, goer, 
helper, and more. She is all heart, and the fi rst one there.” 

As a friend and longtime supporter of  the BHEC, Betty has worked behind the scenes 
through the years to tell our story and help us develop valuable partnerships. This year, 
we are delighted to honor Betty at our annual L’Chaim event for her dedication and 
commitment to Holocaust education. 

Betty visited Auschwitz in 1994 with a group from Birmingham as part of  the “March 
of  the Living.” Of  that trip Betty said, “It was life-changing. I haven’t been the same since. 
I became interested in the Birmingham Holocaust Education Center because they work 
to eradicate the hatred and intolerance that are rampant today. What they’re doing is so 
important.”

Betty is particularly impressed with students’ creative expressions in response to Holocaust studies. She often 
brings visitors to the BHEC to show them the student artwork on display. In her honor, this year’s L’Chaim program 
will feature scenes from “I Never Saw Another Butterfl y,” a play about the children of  Terezin performed by drama 
students from Benjamin Russell High School in Alexander City. In another nod to Betty, who is a longtime fan of  

Frank Sinatra, L’Chaim will feature songs that Sinatra made famous, performed 
by acclaimed local pianist and vocalist Ray Reach and his band, along with 
Cantor Jessica Roskin.

We hope you’re planning to join us on Sunday, August 21, 2:30-4:00 pm, at the 
Sirote Theater in the Alys Stephens Center for this special event to honor a very 
special lady.

Tickets are available at www.2016lchaim.eventbrite.com.

Keeping the History and Lessons of the Holocaust Alive
LEGACY

L’CHAIM CAMPAIGN IN FULL SWING

Letters have been mailed encouraging everyone to come to the L’Chaim event on August 21 honoring Betty Allenberg Goldstein for 
her many years of continuous support and to make a contribution so that the vital work of the BHEC can continue successfully.

The demand for exhibits, speakers, and materials has expanded exponentially as word of mouth has spread.  When one teacher tells 
another and one parent tells another about the benefi ts of teaching and learning the history and lessons of the Holocaust, requests for 
BHEC programming increase. This is a good problem to have, but the increased demand means increased costs. 

We greatly appreciate all donations, and we feel good about reaching our goal. We want to thank the donors who have already 
stepped up to support the work of the BHEC. Your gifts have given us encouragement and inspiration.

With all that is going on in our country and the world, we need more love, love, love.  And we need more people to learn the lessons of 
the Holocaust.

Thanks & Love, Joel Rotenstreich & Carole Pizitz, Co-Chairs, L’Chaim 2016
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Dreams Becoming Realities
by Deborah Layman, Vice President

For three years, the BHEC has been working with the City of  Birmingham to fi nalize a long-term lease for a site 
on 19th Street North between Third and Fourth Avenues for the Birmingham Holocaust Remembrance Garden – a 
public sculpture garden with educational components that use the stories of  local Holocaust survivors to teach 
visitors about the history and lessons of  the Holocaust.

We are very pleased to report that the agreement and lease have been approved by the City Council, along with a 
fi nancial commitment of  $45,500 from the City.

Over the next few months, we will share detailed plans as we launch our fundraising eff ort for this very exciting 
project which will give us a presence in downtown Birmingham and the opportunity to greatly expand the reach of  
our message.

At the Passover Seder we say, “Why is this night diff erent from all other nights?”  As 
President of  the Birmingham Holocaust Education Center, I say, “How have the past few 
months diff ered from those we have experienced in years past?”  

We are grateful that Greg Odrezin has accepted a position on our Board. Before moving 
into the fi eld of  education, Greg spent a number of  years in medicine, in addition to being an 
extraordinary volunteer. We know we will benefi t from his service. Greg is fi lling the position 
that opened as a result of  Michelle Konigsburg’s relocation to Connecticut. We thank 
Michelle for her dedication to and support of  this organization.

We also welcomed Kendall Chew as our Programs Administrator. Kendall is a graduate of  UAB and most recently 
served as an Education Assistant at the Birmingham Civil Rights Institute. Not only will her educational background 
serve her well in this position, but also her prior professional training and experience will be valuable to us as our 
programs and outreach are increasing at a fast pace and will require her professional expertise.

Bringing an air of  excitement to L’Chaim 2016’s campaign, Carole Pizitz and Joel Rotenstreich, our fundraising 
co-chairs, are creating goals and achieving them every day!! They, along with Development Committee Chair Cathy 
Friedman, know this will be the best year for Holocaust education and programming made possible by YOU, our 
wonderful donors. We are grateful for your past support and look forward to your being with us again at this year’s 
event on August 21, at the Alys Stephens Center’s Sirote Theater.

No garden grows overnight. And so it is with our Birmingham Holocaust Remembrance Garden in the Theatre 
District downtown. It was 2013 when Deborah Layman assumed the leadership of  this very important project, 
working with an architect/designer, educators, city government, attorneys, Design Review Board, REV Birmingham, 
and countless other appropriate departments in our city. She has skillfully followed through on each detail. Navigating 
all of  the steps in this initial process has come to an end, as we have fi nally received approval from the Birmingham 
City Council to lease the site.

Now we move on to the next level of  development, which includes raising the necessary funds to fi nance and endow 
the Garden for years to come. We are proud to be a part of  adding an important destination in the center of  revitalized 
downtown Birmingham. Soon we will invite our friends and supporters to join in the eff ort to make the Birmingham 
Holocaust Remembrance Garden a reality as it will be an educational highlight located so strategically. 

What will the next several months bring? Please read of  our events in these pages and participate when you can. 
We welcome your support and encouragement. Please visit our Education Center in the Bayer Properties Building on 
Arlington Avenue, as we have interesting and important exhibits open for viewing daily. We continue in our mission 
of  keeping the history of  the Holocaust alive, along with the crucial lessons we have learned from this dark period of  
human history.

LETTER FROM THE PRESIDENT

Phyll is Weinstein
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Keeping the History 
& Stories of  the 
Holocaust Alive 

We are approaching the day when 
Holocaust memory will become 
Holocaust history. Fortunately, 
several local Holocaust survivors 
are still able to share their stories 
in schools and with community 
groups and corporations. The BHEC 
also hosts fi eld trips at the Center, 
and Staff  and Board Members 
present historical lectures for those 
wishing to learn more about the 
events of  the Holocaust. 

One of  our newest focuses, 
corporate outreach, has proven very 
rewarding. Max Steinmetz spoke 
at the law fi rm of  Baker Donelson, 
and his presentation was video-
conferenced to 19 of  their other 
offi  ces around the southeast. Bob 
May presented a “Lunch and Learn” 
program at Protective Life.  

The BHEC will continue to 
tell history from a personal 
perspective. Our “Guardians of  
Remembrance” program has two 
new volunteers: Barbara Brande 
is developing a PowerPoint on 
deceased survivor Aisic Hirsch, and 
Tandy Graves is doing the same for 
deceased survivor Jack Bass. These 
ready-to-go programs will facilitate 
the development of  additional 
speakers to meet our growing 
requests.

For information on scheduling a 
speaker or planning a group visit, 
please visit our website.

Locally Speaking. . . 
by Denise Lewis, Speaker’s Bureau

Since September 2015, speakers have presented their stories at the 
following venues:

Rebecca Dobrinski, BHEC Executive Director – Arc Stories, Birmingham 
Civil Rights Institute, Birmingham Public Library, NE Miles Jewish Day 
School, Parkside Middle School, Rotary Club of  Jasper, Shelby County High 
School, UAB Historians Craft Class

Max Herzel, Survivor – Alabama 
School of  Fine Arts, Auburn 
University-Montgomery, First 
Christian Church, Hartselle Middle 
School, John Carroll High School 
Drama Class, New Era Study Group, 
Rotary Club-Hoover, Southern 
Museum of  Flight, St. Martin in the 
Pines

Riva Hirsch, Survivor – Gardendale 
Mt. Vernon United Methodist 
Church, Homewood Middle School, 
Leeds Middle School, Riverchase 
Middle School, St. Francis Xavier 
School, Simmons Middle School, 
Sparkman Middle School, Temple 
Sinai Youth/New Orleans

Bari Katz, Guardian of  Remembrance – Birmingham Public Library, NE 
Miles Jewish Day School, Parker High School

Esther Levy, Second Generation – Birmingham Public Library, Comer 
High School, Helena Middle School, Homewood Middle School, Jacksonville 
State University, Moody Junior High School, NE Miles Jewish Day School, 
Parker High School, Pilgrim Church, Redstone Arsenal/Huntsville, 
Riverchase Middle School

Denise Lewis, Second Generation – Benjamin Russell High School Drama 
Class, Birmingham Public Library, Pizitz Middle School, Maddox Middle 
School Jasper, Alabama School of  Fine Arts, Cherokee Bend Elementary 
School, FBI Birmingham, Social Security Administration/Birmingham

Bob May, Survivor – Bragg Middle School, John Carroll High School, 
Protective Life, Temple Emanu-El, Brookwood Forest Elementary School, 
Teacher Workshops in Birmingham/Huntsville/Livingston

Ruth Siegler, Survivor – Brookdale Senior Living, Canterbury United 
Methodist Church

Max Steinmetz, Survivor – Auburn University-Montgomery, Baker 
Donelson, Chelsea High School, Etowah Middle School, Mountain Brook Jr. 
High, Rotaract Club of  Birmingham, Spain Park High School, Shelby High 
School 

Field Trips to BHEC - Brookdale Senior Living, N.E. Miles Jewish Day 
School, Parker High School, Parkside Middle School, Road Runners Study 
Group, Shelby County High School
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New Holocaust Studies Class 
in Montgomery
by Lisa Lawrence, Teacher, Trinity Presbyterian School

As an English teacher who has devoted much of  my graduate 
work to Holocaust literature, I joined the faculty of  Trinity Pres-
byterian School in Montgomery as an English teacher last year. 
Lucy Thrasher, a teacher at Trinity for over 20 years, teaches 
World History. At the BHEC’s “Teaching the Complexities of  
the Holocaust” fall workshop, Lucy and I discovered our com-
mon interest for the Holocaust. The excitement from the work-
shop, along with our fervent desire for student engagement in 
cross-curriculum pursuits, led to our idea of  creating a Holocaust course. Because Trinity graduates are required to 
have a one semester credit of  humanities, we designed the course to fulfi ll this requirement. We agreed that Lucy 
would cover the historical aspects while I would teach complementary literature. We approached the administration 
with our idea and were given the green light to create a course description to present to the Academic Committee. 

Course Description:  The World Must Know - Holocaust Studies
This hybrid course provides the student with an in-depth study of  the Holocaust focusing on 
decisions that led individuals, groups, and nations to act or not to act, which also presents insight 
into history and human nature. The student will investigate the collaboration and complicity 
emphasizing tolerance, respecting the values, religion, heritage, and ethnicity of  others, the 
danger of  conformism, and the loss of  self  due to succumbing to mob mentality by allowing the 
student to consider the many factors and events that contributed to the Holocaust. The student 
will examine diverse literary interpretations including memoirs, fi ction, drama, advertising/
propaganda, and political writing. Students should expect an extensive and complex reading 
load.

Our Holocaust Studies course was unanimously approved and placed on the 2016-2017 course selection sheets for 
juniors and seniors. Twenty-one students have signed up for the course to date.  

While working through the class objectives, description, and curriculum, we applied for and were each awarded 
a Friedman Scholarship for professional development. Lucy attended the Summer Institute for Teachers presented 
by the Jewish Foundation for the Righteous, and I attended Facing History and Ourselves: Holocaust and Human 
Behavior.  

The Facing History workshop provided more than thirty unique teaching strategies focusing on the Holocaust. 
Facing History’s scope and sequence helps teach students empathy while also teaching content. The sequence 
begins with the individual and society to focus on one’s identity and how that infl uences behavior and decision-
making. Next, the focus shifts to “we and they” and how human connections are made, but also what contributes 
to misunderstanding, stereotyping, and confl ict. Then, the content of  a case study teaches the specifi cs of  the 
Holocaust to allow the student to confront the atrocities – “the choiceless choices.” Finally, the sequence looks at 
ways students can take what they learn and connect with issues today; students can explore what it means exercise 
their rights and responsibilities as citizens of  a democracy to make a more humane and compassionate world. 

By approaching the Holocaust with this scope and sequence, students are led to understand civic responsibility 
and what could have happened had more people during the Holocaust exercise this responsibility. I cannot wait to 
take the skills and information I learned in my workshop, combined with information that Lucy has learned in her 
workshop, and present the Holocaust to our students eff ectively. We hope to keep you updated on our progress in 
the next issue of  Legacy.

Lisa Lawrence & Lucy Thrasher teach at Trinity Presbyterian 
School in Montgomery
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BHEC Honored as Finalist at BBJ Awards
by Kendall Chew, Programs Administrator

On June 23, the BHEC was honored as a 
fi nalist in the Birmingham Business Journal’s 
(BBJ) Fifth Annual Nonprofi t Awards 
honoring local nonprofi t organizations 
and corporate citizens.

The fi nalists’ luncheon was held at the 
Regions Field Ballroom where canned 
foods were collected from the fi nalists on 
behalf  of  the Community Food Bank of  
Central Alabama. The BHEC was a runner 
up for bringing the most canned goods! 

The fi nalists were grouped by revenue categories, with the BHEC in the 
Less than $500,000 Revenue category with Alabama Possible, Heart Gallery 
Alabama, and the Laura Crandall Brown Foundation.  Alabama Possible was the 
winner in this category.

The winners in other categories were:
$500,000 to 1 Million Revenue Birmingham Education Foundation 
1 Million to 2 Million Revenue  Firehouse Shelter
2 Million to 10 Million Revenue Crisis Center, Inc.
10 Million Revenue and Up  Glenwood, Inc. 
Corporate Citizen Winner  Stewart Perry Construction

We were honored to have board members Karen Allen, Cathy Friedman, 
and Joel Rotenstreich present, along with BHEC President Phyllis Weinstein, 
Ex-Offi  cio Board Member Lynn Raviv, L’Chaim 2016 Co-Chair Carole Pizitz, 
Programs Administrator Kendall Chew, and Executive Director Rebecca 
Dobrinski.

“This is a great opportunity for the BHEC to get our name out there and meet 
our peers in the Birmingham nonprofi t community,” said Rebecca Dobrinski. 
“We hope that after this recognition our corporate partnerships will expand 
and our presence in city philanthropy will increase.”

NE Miles Day School Supports BHEC
by Rebecca Dobrinski, Executive Director

In May, the Abroms Philanthropy Class at the NE Miles Jewish Day School 
awarded the BHEC a grant of  $260. Students conducted fundraising for the 
project and met with local nonprofi t organizations to determine allocations. 
We were pleased to be one of  the organizations selected by the students for 
an award. 

The award presentation was made by student Talia Fleisig, granddaughter 
of  board member Cathy Friedman. Talia talked about the Holocaust 
Studies Library as one of  the important services the BHEC provides to the 
community. The BHEC will use this grant to purchase books that enhance 
the Juvenile Section of  the 
Library and provide age-
appropriate learning tools 
for middle and high school 
students.

Representing the BHEC.

AT THE OFFICE
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New Staff Member Joins BHEC
The BHEC is happy to announce 

Kendall Chew as the new Programs 
Administrator. Kendall has worked in 
the nonprofi t community for over 10 
years. Prior to joining the BHEC team, 
Kendall was Education Assistant at 
the Birmingham Civil Rights Institute 
(BCRI) for four years under Vice Pres-
ident of Education and Exhibitions 
Ahmad Ward.

“I am very excited to be with the 
BHEC, an organization that is quickly 
growing and expanding,” Kendall 
said. “The BHEC has such an import-
ant mission to fulfi ll, especially as we 
watch what is happening globally. 
I’m just honored to be a part of its 
journey of educating.”

Kendall is a graduate of the Uni-
versity of Alabama at Birmingham 
(UAB). She interned at the Birming-
ham Museum of Art and at BCRI 
during her undergraduate studies in 
Art History. “I actually had the plea-
sure of installing Darkness into Life 
for its grand opening at BCRI when 
I was an intern in 2008. It’s amazing 
how that exhibit has impacted my 
career’s journey,” Kendall said. 

After completing her Masters 
in History at UAB, Kendall started 
her own fi lm company, Southern 
Storyboard. Kendall is a member of 
the 2016 Class of the Jekyll Island 
Management Institute of the South-
eastern Museums Conference and 
currently serves as Secretary for the 
Alabama Museums Association. 



Jewish Motorcyclists 
Visit Birmingham 

You may have heard an 
increase in the rumbling engines 
of  motorcycles throughout 
Birmingham in May. The BHEC 
was the proud host of  the Jewish 
Motorcyclists Alliance (JMA) 
for their 12th annual Ride to 
Remember, May 19-21.

Each year, the JMA selects a city 
and a Holocaust organization as 
their destination for this event. The 
members raise funds to support 
Holocaust education in the selected 
city. We were very excited the JMA 
chose Birmingham and the BHEC 
for this year’s fundraiser. The 
JMA presented the BHEC with a 
donation of  $20,000.

Members visited the Levite Jewish 
Community Center for a luncheon 
and stopped by the BHEC for a tour. 
They rode through the Talladega 
National Forest, down to Selma, 
and over to the Barber Museum 
while spending the weekend in 
our beautiful state. At the Friday 
Shabbat Dinner, BHEC Teacher 
Cadre member Mike Gadilhe 
(below), a teacher at John Carroll 
Catholic High School, spoke to the 
group about the impact the BHEC 
has had on Holocaust education 
throughout the state of  Alabama.

We thank the JMA, their member 
clubs, and the individual riders 
who supported the 2016 Ride to 
Remember and the BHEC. Their 
donations will help fund our 
upcoming fall teacher workshops.

Cataloguing the Past
by Melissa Young, Archivist

Our archive is growing! This summer, we acquired the collection of  
Dr. Jerome (Jerry) Rosenberg, the retired Director of  Holocaust Studies 
at New College, an interdisciplinary department at the University of  
Alabama that allows students to develop individualized courses of  study. A 
professor of  Psychology, Dr. Rosenberg specialized in ethics and genocide. 
He researched the long-term psychological eff ects of  the Holocaust upon 
the human psyche and often taught and sponsored Holocaust programs, 
classes, and conferences at the university. Dr. Rosenberg was Chair of  the 
Alabama Holocaust Council from the early 1980s to 1999. His papers include 
not only his personal accomplishments, speeches, and class material, but 
also historical photographs of  the Holocaust, videos, rare books, transcripts 
of  survivor testimonies, and research he gathered on the “Final Solution,” 
the Nazi mentality, genocide, and racism.

We are expanding our ability to eff ectively store and catalog documents 
including our press clippings, survivor papers, and programs and posters 
related to Darkness into Life, Yom HaShoah, L’Chaim, and other BHEC exhibits 
and events. Some of  our most delicate artifacts—identifi cation papers, Nazi 
textiles, World War II propaganda posters, and Holocaust art—will now be 
housed in large, acid-free boxes and in newly-acquired fi ling cabinets. 

Our new cataloging system will allow individuals, scholars, and teachers 
to expand their research. The archive’s many resources will be easily 
searchable and can be accessed by appointment with the archivist. We are 
establishing a reading room to provide researchers with a comfortable 
environment in which to locate or study information. We are adding several 
collections of  academic journals and a microfi che reader. To be a part of  this 
wonderful development or to set up an appointment, please contact
info@bhamholocausteducation.org or 795.4176.

History Comes Alive for UAB Grad Student
Paige Estefan is completing her internship in Public History with the BHEC. She has 
spent this summer working with Archivist Melissa Young. We asked her to share about 
her experience:

I have spent most of  my time in the new BHEC archives, working with 
a variety of  items and materials and establishing a cataloguing system. 
Working with Executive Director Rebecca Dobrinski, I have helped develop 
a thorough system of  cataloguing that will facilitate future research.

I have had the opportunity to handle some amazing artifacts that have 
been donated, and I have learned how to store them properly. For me, 
this has been a thrilling experience. I am currently working on our large 
newspaper collection, learning how to properly record, store and preserve 
paper items, both old and new.

Besides learning how a nonprofi t historical organization works and 
how to preserve artifacts, I’m getting a very personal and up close look at 
the Holocaust and World War II. My entire time at the BHEC has been an 
immersive history lesson. Hearing a survivor speak was one of  the most 
powerful experiences I’ve ever had. I’m convinced there’s no better way to 
learn, and I’m thrilled to have had this opportunity to do so.
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Defying the Nazis: The Sharps’ War - Special Preview in September
The Unitarian Universalist Church of  Birmingham will present a special viewing of  Defying the Nazis: The Sharps’ 

War, a new documentary by Ken Burns and Artemis Joukowsky. The BHEC is proud to be a partner with the 
Unitarian Universalist Church of  Birmingham, Alabama Public Television, the Levite Jewish Community Center, 
and the Birmingham Jewish Federation to bring this important fi lm to Birmingham.

Defying the Nazis: The Sharps’ War is an account of  a daring rescue mission that occurred on the precipice of  World 
War II. It tells the previously untold story of  Waitstill and Martha Sharp, an American minister and his wife from 
Wellesley, Massachusetts, who left their children behind in the care of  their parish and boldly committed to a life-
threatening mission in Europe. Over two dangerous years, they helped save scores of  imperiled Jews and refugees 
fl eeing Nazi Occupation across Europe.

This event is free and open to the public. The screening will include a panel discussion featuring director Artemis 
Joukowsky via Skype and will be followed by a reception. Call 205.975.ARTS or visit the Alys Stephens Box Offi  ce to 
reserve your tickets. The screening will take place on Sunday, September 11,6:30 pm at the Alys Stephens Center. 

A Preview Screening Of

SUNDAY, SEPTEMBER 11, 2016     6:30PM     THE SIROTE THEATRE     UAB’S ALYS STEPHENS CENTER
1200 10TH AVENUE S.       BIRMINGHAM, AL 35294

LEVITE JEWISH
COMMUNITY CENTER
BIRMINGHAM

Unitarian Universalist
Church of Birmingham

FREE and open to the public

To reserve tickets, go to the website
http://aptv.org/Events/, 

call 205-975-ARTS (2787), 
or visit the Alys Stephens Center box 

office during regular hours.

The Birmingham
JEWISH FEDERATION

U N I T A R I A N  U N I V E R S A L I S T  C H U R C H  O F  B I R M I N G H A M
presents
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Going the Extra Miles
by Amy McDonald, Teacher, Shades Valley High School

I am currently writing a book about Holocaust survivor 
Max Steinmetz’s life. To that end, I have previously visited 
Germany with the Jewish Foundation for the Righteous to 
better understand Max’s time at Dachau and its subcamps 
of  Kaufering and Landsberg. But it was Max’s birthplace 
of  Târgu Lapus, Romania that remained an unknown.

On my second attempt, I was awarded a grant from 
Alabama Public Television’s Fund for Teachers to further 
explore Max’s story in Germany and Romania. Not only 
was I thrilled, but so was Max. The planning began, and 
BHEC Education Coordinator Ann Mollengarden agreed to 
accompany me on the trip.

My primary goal was to visit Max’s birthplace, a place 
to which he had never returned, to bring his story full-
circle. Because of  Max’s passion for Holocaust Education 
and speaking to students, I could think of  no better tribute to him than to go back and tell his story to students in 
his hometown. It was also important to try to uncover the now lost traces of  what the Jewish community was like in 
Târgu Lapus when he was growing up. 

The grant focused heavily on working with teachers and students in Târgu Lapus. My emphasis was on using this 
information to fi nish the book and make it accessible as a classroom resource for my students as well as students 

and teachers in Târgu Lapus. 
Traveling to Germany was something I had done before, but Romania was a 

diff erent story. I had no clue what to expect. For six months prior to leaving, I 
communicated via Facebook with three teachers who live and teach in Târgu 
Lapus. These connections played a signifi cant role in the visit.  

Ann and I fi rst traveled to Germany. I had found a contact who plans and 
organizes a yearly commemoration for the Dachau Death March. He showed 
us the route of  the Death March through several small German towns and the 
memorials that have been established. We then traveled to Bad Tolz, Germany, 
where Max was liberated. We spent three days in Munich where we visited 
Kaufering I and III, sub-camps of  Dachau where Max was imprisoned. We then 
fl ew to Cluj, Romania and drove to Târgu Lapus, where we stayed for fi ve days.

It is impossible 
to write in a few 
lines how much I 
was impacted by 
visiting Târgu Lapus 

and other sites in northern Romania. It was an amazing 
trip and beyond anything I could have ever expected. 
While we saw many important sites, the most valuable 
and touching times were the times spent with teachers 
and students. Their hospitality, warmth, and kindness 
were truly humbling. Their openness to Max’s story 
was genuine, and their messages, words, and gifts back 
to him refl ected their respect and admiration. I was 
deeply touched by their honest questions and desire to 
know more, as well as challenged to look deeply at my 
own perceptions. There is much work to be done here, 
and my belief  in the value of  Holocaust Education was 
strengthened even more. 

Amy & Ann Mollengarden (center left, right) with teachers in Targus Lapus: Mihai 
Burzo, Technology High School and Zamfi ra Timbus, Petru Rares High School
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Synagogue in Szaszregen (now Regen), now 
being used as a clothing market

Elie Wiesel’s home, now a museum in Sighet



BHEC Kicks Off  Book 
Club in November

In Jewish tradition, following 
a family member’s death, it is 
customary for the family to engage 
in a year of  study in tribute to their 
deceased loved one and to ease the 
pain of  their loss. For the BHEC, the 
recent death of  Elie Wiesel, z”l, was 
a loss as profound and aff ecting as 
the loss of  a family member. 

In honor of  this great man 
and the enormous impact he has 
had on human relations in the 
world, we are initiating the BHEC 
Book Club. Under the direction 
of  Board Member Greg Odrezin 
and community member Gary 
Mollengarden, the Book Club’s fi rst 
year will be devoted to the works of  
Elie Wiesel. 

On November 9, the eve of  the 
78th anniversary of  Kristallnacht, 
the Book Club will convene at the 
BHEC at 6:30 pm to begin a study 
of  Elie Wiesel’s renowned book, 
Night. This short and powerful 
book recounts Wiesel’s time at 
Auschwitz and Buchenwald. It is 
a case study on how a book helped 
create a genre, how a writer became 
an icon, and how the Holocaust 
was absorbed into the American 
experience.

We are pleased to have Church 
Street Books & Coff ee in Crestline 
as the presenting sponsor.

Several copies of  Night are 
available for loan from the 
Holocaust Studies Library, or 
participants can purchase the book 
on their own. Light snacks and 
coff ee will be provided.

To participate, please 
RSVP to 795.4176 or info@
bhamholocausteducation.org.

In Memoriam

Agnes Tennenbaum
1922-2016

Elie Wiesel 
1928-2016

May their memory be a blessing.
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Teachers Mark Your Calendars!

TEACHER CADRE

Enhance your knowledge about the Holocaust in these 2 hour sessions 
off ering CEU credits. Sign up for the BHEC Teacher Cadre to receive mailings. 
Check the BHEC website for program topics. All sessions are held at the BHEC.

 Tuesday, September 20, 5:00 pm
 Thursday, November 3, 5:00pm
 Tuesday, January 24, 5:00 pm
 Thursday, March 16, 5:00 pm

TEACHER WORKSHOPS

Learn to engage and inspire students by teaching about the 30,000 Jewish 
Partisans who fought back against the Nazis and their collaborators. Presented 
in conjunction with the Jewish Partisan Educational Foundation.   

 Thursday, November 17  University of  Alabama in Huntsville
 Friday, November 18  University of  Alabama at Birmingham



Dedicated Educators Become Teacher Fellows 
through USHMM Fellowship Program
by Ann Mollengarden

The US Holocaust Memorial Museum’s Teacher Fellowship Program seeks 
to develop a national corps of  skilled educators to help lead the Museum’s 
eff orts to ensure quality Holocaust education in secondary schools. To date, 
230 teachers have become Teacher Fellows through this program.

The BHEC is proud to recognize Dominique Linchet, Alabama School of  
Fine Arts, and Jeremy Brown, Oakman High School, for having completed 
their initial Fellowship training in Washington, DC. We wish them 
continued success as they complete their practical experience over the 
coming year. They join Amy McDonald, Shades Valley High School, who 
completed her Fellowship training during the 2014/15 school year. 

State Commission Update
by Dan Puckett, AHC Chair

This year’s legislative session ended with the Alabama Holocaust Com-
mission (AHC) receiving an increase in state appropriations. The AHC’s 
appropriation was increased to $40,000 for 2016-2017. This is the third 
year in a row the AHC has received state funding. Thank you to Commission 
members Rep. David Faulkner and Sen. Jabo Waggoner (both of  Birming-
ham) for their support of  Holocaust education.

On May 3, the state held 
its annual Yom HaShoah 
Commemoration in the 
Old House Chamber at the 
State Capitol. Dr. Steven 
Jacobs provided the keynote 
speech, “A Child of  a 
Survivor Speaks.” Governor 
Robert Bentley presented a 
Proclamation to our state’s 
survivors, and Rep. Faulkner 
presented a Joint Resolution 
from the legislature, 
including moving testimony 

of  how the impact of  the Holocaust and his work with the Commission 
has aff ected him. The eighth grade class of  St. James School, Montgomery, 
attended the Commemoration. Afterwards, Faulkner arranged for survivors 
to be recognized on the fl oor of  the House of  Representatives, where they 
received a standing ovation by members of  the House and the audience in 
the gallery.

This year’s meeting of  the Association of  Holocaust Organizations was 
held in Cincinnati in June. The state of  Alabama was represented at the 
multi-day conference by Rebecca Dobrinski, BHEC Executive Director, Don 
Berry, Commissioner and Director of  the Gulf  Coast Center for Holocaust 
and Human Rights Education, and myself. Highlights included sessions for 
center directors and state commissions, teaching pedagogy, a fascinating 
presentation on the prosecution of  Nazi war criminals in the US by Eli 
Rosenbaum of  the Justice Department, and a tour of  the American Jewish 
Archives on the Campus of  Hebrew Union College.

Birmingham-area Holocaust Survivors with Rep. David 
Faulkner, AHC Chair Dan Puckett, and Governor Robert 
Bentley

Offi ce Renovation
The walls have been painted and 
the archives moved to an interior 
room previously used for storage. 
Thank you to everyone who do-
nated in honor of BHEC President 
Phyllis Weinstein’s 95th Birthday—
these donations will be used to 
re-install the exhibit. 

Internship Program
We had another successful se-
mester for our internship program 
at the BHEC Offi ce. Ashley Dow-
ben, an undergraduate in History 
at UAB, spent her fall semester 
working in the Holocaust Studies 
Library to ready the collection for 
our grand re-opening in October. 
Ashley graduated in December 
and has since returned to con-
tinue her work in our library and 
archives while making plans for 
graduate school. 
In January, the BHEC welcomed 
Samantha Doucet, another His-
tory undergraduate from UAB. 
Samantha will be the fi rst intern 
to work on a project in conjunc-
tion with the U.S. Holocaust 
Memorial Museum. We are also 
working with Justin Marden, a 
UAB Communications student 
who approached us about being 
the topic of his marketing and PR 
project this semester. It has been 
exciting to have students in the 
offi ce and interested in Holo-
caust-related research. 
Our internship program runs 
year-round. Contact the BHEC at 
205.795.4176 or email informa-
tion@bhamholocausteducation.
org for more information.

AT THE OFFICE
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Dedicated to Learn
by Laurie Elmets, Education Committee

Thanks to the generosity and ongo-
ing commitment of the Brenda and 
Fred Friedman Family Foundation, 
the BHEC provided scholarship 
funding for the following teachers. 

2016-17 Friedman Scholars
Appalachian State University
Martin & Doris Rosen Symposium

Megan Bolton, Lupton Junior High 
School, Nauvoo

Gail Yeilding, Chelsea High School, 
Chelsea

The Bremen Museum / Summer Institute 
on Teaching the Holocaust

Jennifer Rossuck, Randolph School, 
Huntsville

Facing History & Ourselves
Holocaust & Human Behavior

Rachel Hartsell, St. Francis Xavier 
Catholic School, Birmingham

Lisa Lawrence, Trinity Presbyterian 
School, Montgomery

Jan Karski Institute
Kendall Tankersley, Sardis High School, 

Boaz

Jewish Foundation for the Righteous  
Summer Institute & Advanced Seminar 

Steve Benton, Thompson Middle 
School, Birmingham

Jane Haithcock, Liberty Middle School, 
Huntsville

Lucy Thrasher, Trinity Presbyterian 
School, Montgomery

Mike Gadilhe, John Carroll Catholic 
High School, Birmingham

Amy McDonald, Shades Valley High 
School, Birmingham

US Holocaust Memorial Museum  
Belfer Conference

Kate Gholston, Opelika Middle School, 
Opelika

TEACHER 
SCHOLARSHIPS
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Birmingham Commemorates Yom HaShoah
by Ann Mollengarden

On May 1, the Birmingham community came together 
at Temple Emanu-El to honor those who survived the 
Holocaust and to remember those we lost. 

We are all impacted by the events of  the Holocaust and 
can learn much from the stories of  those who lived through 
this terrible time. For the second year, this program featured 
Stories Remembered & Retold, the stories of  deceased 
Holocaust survivors as told by their local descendants. 
Speakers included Joan Becker, Joe Preston, James Sedlis, 
and Brian Wiatrak.

Joan Becker remembered her husband’s cousin, Mira 
Kwasowicer Becker, who was deported from the Bialystock 
Ghetto to Treblinka. Mira survived by jumping from the 
train and hiding with family friends. Few in our community 
were aware that Joe Preston was born Yakob Przedborski. 
His family fl ed their home of  Kalisz, Poland when the Germans invaded, and were welcomed by the Soviet Union. James 
Sedlis fulfi lled a promise to his “Tata” (father) to tell his story. Gabriel Sedlis fought with the partisans from the Vilna 
Ghetto and was present for the ultimate liberation of  the city. Inspired by old photographs in his family’s home, Brian 
Wiatrak investigated the lives of  the Fischer family of  Sarisap, Hungary – family members he knew little about. Brian’s 
relatives suff ered great losses during the Holocaust. Brian carries not only his great-grandfather’s name, but the family 
stories which he has recorded for posterity.

Each story was unique, each story was inspiring, and each story is a part of  the fabric 
of  who we are. If  you have a family story you would like to share in the future, please 
contact the BHEC.

Special thanks to Rabbi Jonathan Miller and Cantor Jessica Roskin for their 
leadership and development of  this program, as well as all of  the community 
members who made this beautiful program possible:

 Rabbi Laila Haas
 Cantor Michael Horwitz
 Rabbi Randall Konigsburg
 Michelle Konigsburg
 Rabbi Joseph Robinson
 Lester Seigel
 Rabbi Eytan Yammer
 Temple Emanu-El Quartet: Cantor Jessica Roskin, soprano, Jackie Feldman, alto,   

  Greg Odrezin, tenor, Eli Pinhas, bass

This program was a collaboration of  the Birmingham Holocaust Education Center, 
Birmingham Jewish Federation, Temple Beth-El, Temple Emanu-El, Knesseth Israel Congregation, and Levite Jewish 
Community Center. It was partially underwritten by a contribution from the Birmingham Jewish Federation.

This program was videotaped by Temple Emanu-El and can be viewed via a link on the BHEC website.

Lighting candles of remembrance at Temple Emanu-El on Yom HaShoah

Thank you to our May Partner: Arc Stories! 
We appreciate your support during your 
May event at the Avon Theatre!
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Joan Becker relating Mira Becker’s story



History Lesson: The First Letter
As soon as they were able after the war, many survivors wrote to relatives abroad. These letters, often referred to 

as “First Letters”, are a glimpse into life immediately after liberation and the end of  World War II. As Iael Nidam-
Orvieto, the Director of  Yad Vashem’s International Institute for Holocaust Research told Tablet Magazine’s Yardena 
Schwartz: “These letters bring us their fi rst personal voice. They give us an intense glance at the way survivors felt 
and thought about themselves, their situation, and their future exactly at the time of  liberation. We’ve never had 
that before.”

Below is a typed copy of  a First Letter written by Shmuel Manevitch and sent to his family in the US. 
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Shmuel Manevitch was a cousin of BHEC President 
Phyll is Weinstein, who provided us with  copies of th is 
impor tant document for  our archives. If you have similar 
items from family members, please let us know!



In Memory Of:
Claire Alvarez

Sarah Alvarez & Roswell Pfi ster

Phyllis Bass
Phyllis G. Weinstein

Travis Ray Carter
Ronne & Donald Hess

Oscar Cohen
Phyllis G. Weinstein

Bertha Friedman 
Sharon & Edward  Bromberg

Rose Francis Glasser
Arleen Cohen 
Joel G. Stein

Donald Kahn 
Mary & David Kimerling 

Betty Loeb 
Phyllis G. Weinstein 

Julie Monsky Metzger 
Tandy & Mike Graves 

Rabbi Judea Miller 
Phyllis G. Weinstein 
 

Alyse Paris 
Phyllis G. Weinstein 

Agnes Tennenbaum 
Becky & Alan Seitel 
 

Goldie Waxman 
Phyllis G. Weinstein 
 

Steven Wolnek
Phyllis G. Weinstein

In Honor Of:
Betsy Ahrens

Rebecca Dobrinski 
 

David Beteten’s Recovery 
Marian & Ron Epstein
 

Brandon Bloomston 
Betty & Max Steinmetz  

Chaiway Riders 
Nathan S. Serlin 

Sam Cohen
David Levitt 
 

Mindy Dauber’s Birthday 
Shannon Andrews 
Barbara Bekkedahl 
Diana Brazill 
Caytha Jentis 
Sharon & Kenneth Levitsky 
Heidi Nidds 
Rebekah & Paul Simpson 
Michelle B. Toscano
Alison & Peter von Halle 
 

Jimmy Filler
Lynne & Pete Ginsburg

Betty A. Goldstein 
Elaine Kartus 
 

Steve Goode 
Joan R. Brochstein
 

Riva Hirsch’s Speedy Recovery 
Cecile & Max Herzel
 

Eva & Miriam (z”l) Kor 
Sharon & Edward Bromberg 
 

Esther Levy & Bari Katz
Debbie & Louis Tuck
 

Denise Lewis 
Joanna Laxton

Bob May’s 90th Birthday 
Lenore Pickard 
Donna & Gary Schiff
Pat Weil 

Joel Rotenstreich’s 80th Birthday 
Cathy & Paul Friedman 
Betty A. Goldstein 
Candy & Ed Meyerson
Carole & Michael Pizitz 
Phyllis G. Weinstein 

Rick Roth’s Birthday 
Joyce Spielberger & Maury 

Shevin 
 

Jennifer Ryser 
Betty & Max Steinmetz
 

Ruth Siegler 
Sharon & Steve Cook 
Jill & Jason Romanowski  
 

Max Steinmetz 
Stephanie & Gordon Robinson 
 

Geri & Bob Stone
Carol Tuck 

Phyllis Weinstein’s 95th Birthday 
Karen & Leslie Allen 
Simmy & Phillip Barrocas 
Fawn Bloomston 
Judy Borisky-Metzger & Robert 

Metzger 
Charlotte Corenblum 
Rebecca Dobrinski 
Laurie & Craig Elmets 
Lisa & Alan Engel 
Mary V. Farrar 
Chu-Chi & Bobby Fierman 

Cathy & Paul Friedman
Betty A. Goldstein
Robin Gottlieb
Cecile & Max Herzel
Deborah & Hank Layman
Robin & Steve Lazarus
Mitzi & Barry Levin
Esther & Jack Levy
Lee & Steve Lichter
Dale Marcus
Candy & Ed Meyerson
Carole & Michael Pizitz
Lynn & Arie Raviv
Nadav Raviv
Bunny & Joel Rotenstreich
Joy Rousso & Max Allgood
Amy & Michael Saag
Roberta & Allan Scher
Leigh & Jack Schniper 
Ruth Siegler
Barbara & Eric Solomon
Betty & Max Steinmetz
Cynthia & Raymond Tobias
Pat Weil

Donations:
2016 Board Campaign 

Andy Campbell 
Agnes Chappell
Cathy Friedman
Max Herzel
Denise Lewis
Cheryl Morgan
Ann Mollengarden

A Lesson in Forgiveness Program 
Susan & David Silverstein 

BHEC Open House 
Sue Crowe 
Susan & David Harwood
Scott Kitchens
Emmy McGowin
Anonymous

Endowment Fund 
Milt Livingston

Birmingham Community Yom  
HaShoah Program 

Birmingham Jewish Federation 

Corporate Support 
B&B Printshop 
Bayer Properties 
Bruce Offi ce Supply / 

MyOffi ceProducts 
Bruce Downs, CPA 
Marx Brothers, Inc. 
Regions Financial Corporation
David A. Smith
UAB’s Alys Robinson Stephens 

Center for the Performing Arts 

General Fund 
Dalia & Keith Abrams 
Arc Stories
Teri Aronov
Debra Barnes

Mindy & Gary Cohen
Wanda & Ross Cohen
Charlotte Corenblum
Kay & Bruce Donnellan
Michael Fitzsimmons
Myrna & Emanuel Goldstein
Barbara & Harvey Gotlieb
Jeannette & James Hancock
Evelyn & Jack Held
Jenny Katz
Mary Kimerling
Shirley & Jerry Leader
Roslyn & Peter Mannon
Margaret McDermott
Jerome Newmark
Dawn & Brent Patterson
Margo & Michael Pitt
Carole & Michael Pizitz
Bobbi & Mike Resmo
Rosemary & John Sachs
Leslye & David Schneier

Toby & Bert Siegel
Natalie & Albert Sikora
Julie & Charles Stein 
 

Holocaust Studies Library & Archives 
Larry Brook 
Melissa Clingers
Rebecca Dobrinski 
NE Miles Jewish Day School
Ann & Gary Mollengarden 
Dan Puckett 
Tatyana Shitsel 
Ruth Siegler 
J. Mark Skinner
Cynthia Spruell
Floris van Os 
Phyllis G. Weinstein 
Eva Wilensky
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JMA Ride to Remember 2016 
Peter L. Anderson
George Barnes
Stephen Barron
Alvin H. Baum Family Fund
Robert A. Bensman
Bruce Benton
David Bilkis
Les C. Braverman
Fred Brostoff
Wayne A. Buttermore
David Channin
Benjamin D. Cohen
Debra & Michael Cohen
William Robert Cohen
Mindy & Phil Dauber
David R. David
Dentistry for Children
Bette M. Epstein
Ora & David Farchy
Ruth & Lawrence Fineberg
Edward Forman
Patricia Frazin
Andrea & Martin Freed
Judith & Steven Goode
Kenneth Gordon
Howard N. Gutnick
Angela & Max Heeres
David Hefter
Debi & Steve Heims
Hillel’s Angels Motorcycle 

Touring Club
Joyce & Richard Hirsch
Jill Hurwitz
Michael Jaffe
Jewish Motorcyclists Alliance
Richard Kay
Dr. & Mrs. Abraham Kuperberg
Ed Levine
Marc Lifshin
Barry Litwin
Cheryl & Laurence Lynn
Betty & Wayne Markman
Men’s Club of Ohef Sholom 

Temple
Ruth & Alan Miller
Douglas Minick
Debi & Randall Moore
Robin S. Rutberg
Newman & Schimel
Patricia G. Pell
Randy & Steven Podlosky
Rhonda B. Salins
Nancy Scanlon
Kerrie & David Schenwar
CW Scherer

Esther Schlesinger
Sharon Schwartz
Donald Shaffer
Orly Shoffet
Shul Boys
Ava Small
Jacklynn Sparer
Star of David Bikers
Joel G. Stein
Betty & Larry Steiner
Jonathan Turk
Robin Wander 

L’Chaim 2016
Judy & Hal Abroms
Louise & Jim Abroms
Karen & Leslie Allen
Mary Anderton
Gail Andrews & Richard          

Marchase
Marissa & Harold Apolinsky
Tom Baddley & Ryan Glover
Susan & Rodney Barstein
Gail & Jeffrey Bayer Family   

Fund *
Sally & Greg Bergquist
Sandra & Alan Berman
Faye Bernstein
Tracey & Rich Bielen
Melissa & Sheldon Black
Sharon Blackburn
Jane & Joe Bluestein
Mary & Chris Boehm
Nonie & Tom Brown
Beth & Andy Campbell
Agnes Chappell
Amy Goldstein Chauvin
Lydia Cheney & Jim Sokol
Lynne & Mark Cohen
Morissa & Mitchell Cohen
June & Mason Davis
Dian Diamond
Rebecca Dobrinski
Carolyn & Michael Edwards
Helene Elkus
Engel Family Advised Fund **
Janie Feldman
Chu-Chi & Bobby Fierman
Carol & Jimmy Filler
Brenda & Fred Friedman
Cathy & Paul Friedman Fund
Faye & Norris Friedman
Karl Friedman
Catharine & Eddie Friend
Sarah & John Glover
Eleanor Godfrey & Dan Burnick

Betty A. Goldstein
Corinne Goldstein & Robert 

Jenkins
Debra & Joel Goldstein
Alison & Jim Gorrie
Frances & Miller Gorrie
Tandy & Mike Graves
Brenda & Morris Hackney
Wyman Hamilton
Jeannette & James Hancock
Anna & Judd Harwood
Shirley & Jack Hasson
Evelyn & Jack Held
Ginger & Jerry Held
Hannah & Colin Helman
Ronne & Donald Hess
Riva Hirsch
Mallie M. Ireland
Sheryl & James Isobe
Ken Jackson
Shirley Salloway Kahn
Elaine Kartus
Kimerling Family Foundation 

Fund *
Sheryl & Jon Kimerling Family 

Fund *
Ricki & Lanning Kline
Rochelle & Mike Koslin
Rachel Krantz & Edward        

Goldstein ° 

Sherri & Jimmy Krell
Anne & Benny LaRussa, Sr.
Gayle Leitman
Faye & Robert Levin
Pat & Michael Levine
Christa & Tad Lidikay
David Loper & Tom Barnett
George G. Lynn
Margot & Edgar Marx, Sr.
Marion & Edgar Marx, Jr.
Susan Matlock & Michael Calvert
Melinda Matthews
Emmy & Travis McGowin
Candy & Ed Meyerson
Ann & Gary Mollengarden
Lenora Pate & Steven Brickman
Thomas J. Payne III Fund **
Joan & J. Wray Pearce
Karen & Joel Piassick
Carole & Michael Pizitz
Dick & Joan Pizitz
Merritt Pizitz
Paget Pizitz
Lynn & Arie Raviv
Regions Financial Corporation
Stephanie & Gordon Robinson

JoAnne & Mark Rosenfeld
Jessica Roskin & Alan Davis
Bunny & Joel Rotenstreich
Judy & Jim Rotenstreich
Lana & Stephen L. Royal Family 

Fund *
Judy & Edwin Rutsky
Pam Ruttenberg
Amy & Michael Saag
Jack Schaeffer
Gail and Abe Schuster
Joyce & Arthur Serwitz
Diane & Fred Shaftman
Elizabeth & Jack Shannon
Deborah A. Shevin
Susan & David Silverstein
Jean & Jerry Sklar
Stephanie & Bradley Sklar Family 

Fund *
Mr. and Mrs. Lee Styslinger, Jr.
Jean & Jim Thompson
Iris & David Thorpe
Roxanne Travalute & Michael 

Honan
Brenda & Steve Weinstein
Phyllis G. Weinstein
Grace & Larry Whatley
Eva Wilensky
Ilene & Allan Wilensky 

Remember Their Voices Program
Ronne & Donald Hess 
Rabbi Jonathan Miller ◊
Harold Ripps
Estelle Levine Silverstein
Roxanne Travalute & Michael 

Honan 

Speaker Honorariums 
Gardendale Mt. Vernon United 

Methodist Church
Indian Valley Women’s Club
Jacksonville State University
Gerald G. Oden
Riverchase Middle School
Sandra & Gary Roden
St. Francis Xavier School
St. Luke’s Searchers Group

Teacher Scholarships 
Brenda & Fred Friedman 

Year-End Campaign 2015 
Liz & Mike Slive
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* Fund at the Birmingham Jewish Foundation    ** Fund at the Community Foundation of Greater Birmingham
° Fund at the Jewish Community Foundation of Greater Kansas City  ◊  Rabbi Miller’s Discretionary Fund of Temple Emanu-El

Donations listed in the Summer 2016 issue of Legacy were received January 1-June 30, 2016. 
Donations received after June 30 will appear in the Winter/Spring 2017 issue, to be published in February 2017.  

Thank you for  suppor ting th e BHEC!
Opposite Page (clockwise from top left): Church Street Coffee & Books display Holocaust books in May; Riva Hirsch with members of Gardendale Mt. Vernon United Methodist 
Church; Employees listening to Bob May during a lunch and learn at Protective Life Corporation; Partners banner at TEDxBirmingham; Drew Tombrello and Daniel Siegel perform 
For a Look or a Touch at the Lyric Theatre; Students gathered to hear Eva Kor and “A Lesson in Forgiveness” 



Thank You to Our Community Partners

A+ College Ready 
Alabama Association of Nonprofi ts 
Alabama Holocaust Commission 
Alabama Museums Association  
Alabama School of Fine Arts
Albertville High School
Arc Stories
Association of Holocaust 

Organizations 
Birmingham AIDS Outreach 
Birmingham Civil Rights Institute
Birmingham Islamic Society 
Birmingham Public Library 
Bragg Midddle School

Chabad of Birmingham 
Chelsea High School
Church Street Coffee & Books
City of Birmingham 
Columbus Air Force Base 
Emmet O’Neal Library
Goshen High School
Hartselle Intermediate School
Homewood Middle School
Jasper Rotary Club 
Jewish Foundation for the Righteous
Jewish Motorcyclists Alliance 
John Carroll Catholic High School 
Knesseth-Israel Congregation

Lyric Theatre
Osher Lifelong Learning Institute 

(OLLI)
PC Medics
Protective Life Corporation
Riverchase Middle School 
Samford University
Social Security Administration
St. Luke’s Episcopal Church
TEDxBirmingham 
Temple Beth-El 
Temple Emanu-El
Thompson Sixth Grade Center
Troy University

UAB’s Alys Stephens Center for the 
Performing Arts 

United States Holocaust Memorial 
Museum 

University of Alabama in Huntsville
University of West Alabama
Vulcan Park & Museum
Winfi eld Main Street Program
 

Thank you to our supporters 
and partners! 

We appreciate everything you do to help us carry out our mission to               
honor those who perished and those who survived, and to keep the history     
and lessons of the Holocaust alive for future generations.
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The mission of the Birmingham Holocaust Education Center (BHEC) is to educate the people of Alabama 
about the history of the Holocaust so that new generations will apply the lessons of the Holocaust to 
the construction of a more just, humane, and tolerant future. By preserving and sharing the stories of 
local Holocaust survivors and commemorating the events of the Holocaust and the lives of those who 
perished, the BHEC seeks to promote a moral and ethical response to prejudice, hatred, and indifference 
for the benefi t of all humanity.  

CONTACT US:
information@bhamholocausteducation.org
www.bhamholocausteducation.org
205.795.4176

Dates to Remember
L’Chaim 2016 August 21

Defying the Nazis: The Sharps’ War  
 September 11

BHEC Teacher Cadre September 20
 November 3 
 January 24
 March 16

Alabama Holocaust Commission
Montgomery October 30

Book Club November 9

2016-17 Teacher Workshops  
Huntsville November 17
Birmingham November 18

The Holocaust in Film January 22
 January 26

The Holocaust in Film January 30
 February 5

Yom HaShoah / Holocaust 
Remembrance Programs
Birmingham April 23
State of Alabama, Montgomery April 25

BHEC Holidays (Offi ce Closed) 
Labor Day September 5
Rosh Hashanah October 3-4
Yom Kippur October 12
Thanksgiving November 24-25
Christmas December 23-26
New Year’s Eve (1/2 Day) December 30
New Year’s Day January 2

2016 Board Meetings 
September September 13
November November 7
Annual Meeting December 5

Come visit with  us:
2222 Arlington Avenue South  •  Birmingham, AL 35205

10:00 a.m. - 3:00 p.m. Tuesday - Friday; weekends by appointment


